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Santa is coming to Minersville
The Minersville Recreation Board will sponsor a 

Christmas parade on Sunday, Nov. 30, featuring the 
arrival of Santa Claus and welcoming the holiday 
season.

Santa’s reindeer will be resting for their Christmas 
Eve trip, but Santa will have other special transporta-
tion for the event. The fire truck parade will begin at 
5:30 p.m.

Children will be able to have a photo opportunity 
and visit with Santa at his South Fourth Street – Little 
League complex – location immediately following the 
parade. The first 100 children will receive a special 
present from Santa.

Christmas tree lighting on Dec. 6
Please join the Minersville Area Lions Club at the 

Historic Washington Hotel on Saturday, Dec. 6 for 
another fun-filled Christmas Tree Lighting event!  

Festivities begin at 6 p.m., with the Tree Lighting 
taking place around 8 p.m.
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Santa and Mrs. Claus will be there with their elf 
and Lions Helpers handing out stockings to the kid-
dos and taking pictures. The Minersville Historical 
Society will have a table set up at the event with their 
truly unique Minersville-themed Holiday Ornaments 
available for purchase. The Lions Club will be provid-
ing free hot cocoa for all. Bring the whole family out 
for this joyous event!

Enjoy Our Beautiful Town During These Holiday Activities

Invite Friends & Family to Celebrate the Season

– Continued on Page 2

Sunday, Nov. 30
Parade – 5:30 p.m.

After, visit with Santa

Santa Parade

SANTA IS SCHEDULED FOR TWO EARLY VISITS
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– Continued from Page 1

Children’s toy collection
The Minersville Lions Club is also, once again, 

partnering with Famous Reading Outdoors to col-
lect toys for the Minersville Area School District toy 
drive, providing toys to Minersville Area Elementary 
students. If you would like to help by donating a new 
unopened toy, do so now until Saturday, Dec. 6 at two 
drop-off venues – Washington Hotel, 201 W. Sunbury 
St., or the Little Brown Barrel, 115 W Sunbury St.

Project 113 Santa Train
Minersville’s Railway Restoration Project 113 has 

scheduled Santa Train excursions on Saturday and 
Sunday, December 13-14. Visit their website www.
rrproject113.org or follow their Facebook page.

Christmas tree collection – One day!
Discard your cut Christmas tree following the 

holidays. The Borough will collect trees placed curb-
side on only one designated day – Friday, January 9, 
2026. Be sure to have your tree out no later than 7 
a.m. and that it is free of ornaments, bag, and stand. 
In the event of inclement weather, collection could be 
rescheduled to Friday, Jan. 16.

If you miss the designated collection day, it will be 
your responsibility to take the tree to the Borough’s 
compost area at the end of North Delaware Ave. any 
day that the site is open. Trees must be recycled and 
will not be taken with regular garbage collection.

Enjoy the Holidays!

2025 OFFICIAL HOLIDAY HOURS
Minersville Borough offices will be closed in 2025 

in observance of the stated holidays – Presidents 
Day, Feb. 17; Good Friday (half day, close at 11 a.m.), 
April 18; Memorial Day, May 26; Independence Day, 
July 4; Labor Day, Sept. 1; Columbus Day, Oct. 13; 
Veterans Day, Nov. 11; Thanksgiving and day after, 
Nov. 27 and 28; Christmas, Dec. 24 (half day, close at 
11 a.m.) and Dec. 25; New Year’s, Dec. 31 (half day, 
close at 11 a.m.), Jan. 1, 2026.

2025 BOROUGH officials
2 East Sunbury Street

Minersville, PA 17954 • Ph: 570-544-2149
Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Fri., 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

www.minersvillepa.gov

OFFICIALS
Mayor�����������������������������������������������������������������Sean Palmer
Chief of Police�������������������������������������������������� Jeff Bowers
President of Council���������������������������������Jamie S. Kuehn
Borough Manager (Interim)��������������������������� Megan Paul
Secretary���������������������������������������������������������� Gloria Capik
Treasurer����������������������������������������������������������� Megan Paul
Tax Receiver����������������������������������������������������Heidi Hashin
Solicitor������������������������������������������������������������Albert Evans
Borough Engineer��������������������� Entech Engineering, Inc.
Fire Chief���������������������������������������������������� Eric Eichenberg
Code Enforcement������������������������������������������ Kyle Crouse
Health Officer�������������������������������������������������� Kyle Crouse
Emergency Mgmt. Coord.������������������������ Eric Eichenberg

COUNCIL
Keith Adams • Jeff Enders • Justin Frantz

Amelia Hopkins • Jamie S. Kuehn
Donna Palmer • Terry Raffety

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Jeffrey Bowers, Chief

Matthew Bartal • Cody Searfoss
Brian Gossert • Joseph Kavanaugh

Jakob Kerby • Ryan Murphy
Leo Securda • Eric Wilson

Leigh Ann Cielinski, Secretary

STREET DEPARTMENT
Edwin Houser, Street Supervisor

Martin Brophy • Matthew Leiby • Jake Lyash

SEWER DEPARTMENT
Raymond Sukeena, Supervisor

Joseph Carvajal

WATER DEPARTMENT
Melanie Spittler, Manager / Plant Operator

Raymond Bosack • John Hopkins
Michael Mennig, Jr. • Donald Troutman, Jr.

BOROUGH OFFICE
Megan Paul, Office Manager

Leigh Ann Cielinski • Jennifer Hossler

Minersville Borough Council meets the First and 
Second Tuesday of each month beginning at 7 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers, Water Authority Building 
on North Delaware Avenue. Both meetings are open 
to the public. A Work Session takes place on the First 
Tuesday. The Business Meeting is then held on the 
Second Tuesday.

570-544-5111
www.mahal-ritzel.com

mark@mahal-ritzel.com

“Serving families like family”

Mark J. Mahal Supervisor

Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home Inc.
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Specializing in General Practice, Surgery, and Exotics
We provide all the services needed for a happy and healthy pet, including routine exams, 

dental services, vaccines, laboratory services, and surgery. Your pets are our pets!

       New In Your Neighborhood…

Blue Mountain
Animal Hospital

(Formerly Brunswick Veterinary Hospital)

At Blue Mountain Animal 
Hospital we are dedicated 
to providing top quality 
veterinary care for your furry, 
feathered, or scaled friends. 

From routine checkups 
to surgical procedures, we 
strive to ensure the health 
and well-being of all pets.Dr. Lora Mengle, DVM

Cats • Dogs • Exotics

Cats • Dogs • Rabbits • Guinea Pigs • Chinchillas • Ferrets • Rats • Mice • Sugar Gliders • Non-Venomous Reptiles
Birds • Hedgehogs • Wildlife • Amphibians • Chickens, Ducks, Turkeys, Waterfowl • And More!

Blue Mountain Animal Hospital
30 New Philadelphia Road • Orwigsburg, PA 17961

570-943-2323    •    www.bmah.us
Call or Email Us – reception@bmah.us

Now accepting new clients, with fur, feathers, or scales.
From Big to small, we treat them all!
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Tips from the Borough and Our Fire Companies

• Have a qualified profes-
sional clean and inspect 
your chimney and vents 
every year.
• Store cooled ashes in a 
tightly covered metal con-
tainer and keep it outside 
at least 10 feet from your 
home and any nearby build-
ings.

Unique fire hazards during the holidays
It’s fun to decorate for the winter holidays, but 

holiday decorations can increase your risk of a home 
fire. As you deck the halls during this festive time, 
be fire smart and aware of the possible dangers. 
Likewise, now with the chill of fall temperatures and 
the coming of freezing winter conditions, be fire cau-
tious and alert as you stay cozy and warm.

• Almost half of home decoration fires in December 
are started by candles. Keep candles at least 12 
inches away from anything that burns. 

• Christmas is the peak day for candle fires. Think 
about using battery-operated, flameless candles.

• Make sure your tree is at least three feet away 
from heat sources (i.e. fireplaces, rdiators, space 
heaters, candles, or heat vents). Also make sure 
your tree does not block exits.

• A dry Christmas tree can burn very hot and very 
fast. More than one-in-five Christmas tree fires 
were caused by a heat source too close to the tree.

• Read manufacturer’s instructions for the number 
of light strands to connect.

• Get rid of your tree after Christmas or when it 
becomes dry.

Robert E. Reedy & Sons, Inc.
Serving the Community Since 1926

570-544-2076
We Were Here for You Then

We Are Here for You Now

Follow
Us On

Heating Oil • Kerosene • Off-Road Diesel

Order Online @ www.reedyoil.com

Safety First… Now and Always! Enjoy the Holidays!
Home fires occur more 

during the upcoming holi-
days and through the win-
ter heating season than any 
other time of the year.

Minersville Borough and 
its brave volunteer firefight-
ers send the following tips 
and reminders to keep you, 
your family, and our busi-
nesses safe.

• Nearly half of all home heating fires occur in 
December, January and February.

• Nearly one-in-eight (12%) home fires and nearly 
one-in-five (18%) home fire deaths involve heating 
equipment.

• Keep anything that can burn at least three feet 
from any heat source (i.e. fireplaces, wood stoves, 
radiators, or space heaters).

• Keep portable generators outside, away from win-
dows, and as far away from your home as pos-
sible.

• Install and test carbon monoxide alarms at least 
once each month.

• Plug only one heat-producing appliance (like a 
space heater) into an electrical outlet at a time.

Minersville Police
911 – Emergency

544-6212�����������������������������������Office
544-2333���������Non-Emergency
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Char-Wills German Shepherd Rescue
Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 132, New Ringgold, PA  17960
570-573-3366

www.charwillsrescue.com
Meet and greets with our dogs by appt. 

only after adoption approval.

Hillside SPCA
51 SPCA Rd. (just off Gordon Nagle Trail 
and Cressona Rd.), Pottsville, PA 17901

P.O. Box 233, Pottsville, PA  17901
570-622-7769
www.hillsidespca.com
Open 11 AM to 3 PM daily

Ruth Steinert Memorial SPCA
18 Wertz Drive, Pine Grove, PA  17963

P.O. Box 332, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
570-345-3540

www.rsmspca.org
Open M-F by appt., 

Weekends 10-3PM (no appt. needed)

Always report any unregistered and unlicensed backyard or farm-house breeders  
(and that’s most of them) to the pA society for the prevention of cruelty to Animals: 866-601-7722. 
Immediately report ANY farm or domestic animal abuse to the PA State Police. ANIMAL ABUSE IS A CRIME.

This request to adopt or foster a shelter pet and to provide desperately needed financial support is sponsored by:  
Ralf and Diane Bzura and their rescue dog BEEZER.  Email: beezerandco@comcast.net

The mosT loving breed of dog in 
The world is called “rescUed”

Winter is coming. 
May we please come 

and live in your 
home with you?

Rescue pets need 
to be spoiled to the 

point they forget 
the times they 
were not loved.

Please don’t say: 
“I won’t have 
another dog”. 

Search for one who is 
unloved, abandoned 

or kept in a shelter 
and let that dog 
take my place.

When I die...

I’m the luckiest 
dog in the world 
– I’m going home 

with you today!

I admit it. 
I broke your 

treat in half and 
pretended it was 

a whole one.

Tell me the 
story of how 

you rescued me 
again!

Hey you! 
Yes You!

Leaving dogs outside in freezing 
cold is illegal in all 50 states.  If 

you see a dog chained outside in 
the winter, call the police, and 

make sure they follow up.  
You may save a life.

our local shelters are:
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October was a very busy and 
exciting month for all who visited 
the Minersville Public Library, 220 
South Fourth Street.

Anti-drug efforts
Red Ribbon Week was cele-

brated from October 23 through 
October 31 with a theme entitled 
“Life Is A Puzzle – Solve It Without 
Drugs.” 

Supporting that, we hosted a 
Jigsaw Puzzle Contest consisting 
of six teams with up to six play-
ers each, competing to finish their 
puzzles first. Congratulations 
were given to our winning team; 
but, each group showed great teamwork with every-
one involved enjoying fun all around!

Themed days throughout Red Ribbon Week were:
Tuesday, Oct. 28 – “Living Drug Free is No 

Sweat”… Wear your comfiest sweat clothes
Wednesday, Oct. 29 – “Sock It to Drugs”… Show 

off your craziest socks
Thursday, Oct. 30 – “Say Boo to Drugs”… Wear 

your Halloween costume to the library and get a prize
Friday, Oct. 31 – “Team Up Against Drugs”… 

Wear your favorite team gear

In addition, a 
successful Purcell 
Brothers Famous 
Bean Sale took place 
Saturday, Oct. 25. 
The next sale will be 
during March 2026. 
Check our Facebook 
page for details as 
plans are finalized.

Earlier in October, 
our Story Time chil-
dren enjoyed a 
Scavenger Hunt, hav-
ing fun searching for 
red puzzle pieces 
hidden throughout 

the library. Those who found and counted them all 
received a small treat!

Ongoing activities and services
Pinochle Players – Join us every Wednesday at 1 

p.m. for a friendly game of Pinochle. New players are 
always welcome!

Story Time – Regular Story Time, for children 
ages three and up, is held every Thursday at 1 p.m. 
Come for stories, fun, and friendship!

Book Folding – We’re excited to introduce book 
folding – a creative and relaxing craft! We provide the 
books and pat-
terns; you just 
need a centi-
meter ruler. If 
there’s enough 
interest, we’ll 
schedule a 
class. In the 
meantime, help 
is available 
during regular 
library hours. 
Check out one 
of the creations 
shown here.

Services – 
Copy and fax 
services are 
always avail-
able. Black & 
White copies 
cost 25¢ each; 
color copies 
cost 50¢. Fax services cost $2.25 for the first page 
and 25¢ for each additional.

Activities continue to be planned; so, call or visit 
your Library to stay up-to-date on the latest news 
and take advantage of future plans that interest you. 
General information and services can be found on our 
website – www.minersvillelibrary.org. Follow plans 
and happenings via Facebook at Minersville Public 
Library Association.

Lots Happening at the Minersville Public Library

Donald J. Butler
Funeral Home

328 Sunbury Street
Minersville, PA 17954-1240

Always Available for Pre-Planning
or at Your Immediate Time In Need

Comprehensive Funeral Arrangements
with Compassion, Dignity and Respect

Veteran Owned and Operated
www.DonaldJButlerFH.com

570-544-6775

STORY TIME CHILDREN ENJOY CRAFT TIME
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Pottsville   •   Orwigsburg   •   Shenandoah   •   Ravine   •   Hegins

Main Office: 10 Westwood Road • Pottsville, PA  17901

&
570-622-5933

WFJlaw.net
570-628-3234

PennNationalAbstract.com

Full Service Law Firm Title Insurance Company

Minersville Borough Services Update

Bye-bye street sweeper
The Borough’s street sweeper schedule has now 

ended for 2025 and the sweeper parked for the winter 
months. But, beware! The sweeper will be called upon 
again next year from April through the first week in 
November. The Borough and Police ask your assis-
tance to move all vehicles from the affected streets 
during the scheduled times so that the sweeper can 
do its job.

On the first Monday of the month – April through 
November – between 7:30 and 9 a.m., the sweeper will 
clean the EVEN-numbered side of Sunbury Street and 
the ODD sides of both North Street and Front Street.

On the last Thursday of the month – April through 
October – between 7:30 and 9 a.m., the sweeper will 
clean the ODD-numbered side of Sunbury Street and 
the EVEN sides of both North Street and Front Street.

Curbside recycling collection
As part of the Borough’s continuing Recycling 

Program, the following curbside items will be col-
lected:

#1 thru #7 Plastics, Aluminum and Tin Cans, 
Green-Brown-and-Clear Glass containers, Newspapers 
and Magazines (bundled separately)

All recyclable materials must be placed CURBSIDE 
for pick-up. Please bundle newspapers or magazines 
with string or place in a brown paper bag or card-

board box separated from your plastic, glass and 
aluminum for pick-up. Cardboard should be flattened 
and bundled.

Any loose paper and cardboard not bundled will 
not be collected. Do not place these recyclables in 
plastic bags.

Minersville’s Pick-up 
Schedule divides the Borough 
into two collection areas with 
Sunbury Street as the dividing 
line. Properties on the North 
Side of Sunbury St. and further 
north will have their recycla-
bles collected on the first and 
third Wednesdays each month. 
Properties on the South side of Sunbury Street and 
further south will have recyclables collected on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays. No collection will take 
place when there is a fifth Wednesday – December 
2025 and April, July, and September of 2026. 

One exception to the Wednesday collection day 
occurs in November of 2026. South side collection will 
be delayed one day to Thursday, Nov. 12 due to the 
Veterans Day holiday that falls on Wednesday. 

Recycling materials, when mixed with garbage, 
will not be collected. The Borough no longer allows 
recycling to be dropped off at the N. Delaware Ave. 
complex. This area is for compost drop-off only.
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Newsletter Particulars
“Miners’ Journal” is a quarterly newsletter of the 

Borough of Minersville distributed to 2,500 house-
holds within the borough.

Newsletter articles are compiled by Jamie Kue-
hn and Megan Paul. This newsletter is designed 
and printed by South Schuylkill Printing & Publish-
ing 960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.net
Publication dates for the next three issues are:

February 12 • May 7 • August 13, 2026

News Submittals
Nonprofit and community organizations within 

the borough are invited to submit news items for 
consideration. Written submittals must be received 
at the borough office three weeks prior to the publi-
cation date. Simply E-mail info to minersnewsletter 
@hotmail.com or call 570-544-2149.

Advertising
Businesses wishing to reach every household 

in the Borough of Minersville are invited to adver-
tise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill Print-
ing & Publishing for more information. Call Barb @ 
570-385-3120. All advertisements must be received 
at least three weeks prior to the publication dates. 
Ad content is subject to approval and acceptance 
by the Borough of Minersville.

Picture Perfect . . . Minersville Borough
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3 locations in Schuylkill County

William C. Pugh
Supervisor

1818 Mahantongo St
Pottsville, PA 17901

570-622-0230

Cremation Services
26 Chestnut St

Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-3050

C. Elmer Ebling
Supervisor

25 E Main St
Sch Haven, PA 17972

570-385-3381

Caitlyn Haus
Supervisor

Photos Courtesy of Drone Pilot . . . Robert Smith
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                          CALLING ALL KIDS… 
                                              come join us for 
 

   GAMES     CRAFTS     A MOVIE     LUNCH     SNACKS 
          PLUS LOTS OF FUN LEARNING ABOUT  
                       THE JESUS OF CHRISTMAS  
                               at our       
 
 
 
 
                

                  Saturday, December 13, 2025 
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the 

CEF Office 
101 High Road (Primrose area) 

                             
                            SPACE IS LIMITED! 
              Parents, please register your child by December 8th 
                 To do so, or for more information, contact: 
 

CEF of Schuylkill County 
 570-544-8042      office@cefschuylkill.com          www.cefschuylkill.com 

         All workers have been screened according to PA state law. 
 

Minersville Police Department

During the month 
of October, Minersville 
Police Officers donned 
pink department patch-
es on their uniforms 
to raise awareness for 
those in our community 
who are battling breast 
cancer. Patches were 
also sold with proceeds 
donated to a Minersville 
resident having to deal 
with the disease.

Parking meter en-
forcement is continually 

being conducted six days per week in the Business 
District along Sunbury St.

Courtesy house checks when away
Going on vacation or leaving your home for a peri-

od of days or longer? As a courtesy, the Minersville 
Police Department (MPD) suggests residents stop by 
and fill out a sheet noting the dates they will be gone, 
their address, and a means of contact when necessary. 
Officers will make extra 24/7 patrols, when possible, 
to the residence and to check on the neighborhood.

Pink Patches Foster Breast Cancer Awareness

CHIEF TOMINOSKY CHIEF ED KUHL

CHIEF JOE WILLINSKY MILAN BARBER

Remembering past Chiefs & Milan Barber
The Department shares some historical photos 

of past police chiefs who served Minersville Borough 
plus one brave officer, Milan Barber – the only MPD 
member killed in the line of duty – who we continue 
to remember and honor.

Minersville Chief of Police, Fritz Tominosky (left), 
received the keys to a new police car from Frank Rose, 
a lifetime car salesman in the Borough. Rose is the 
maternal grandfather of current Minersville Borough 
Council president, Jamie Kuehn.
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Michael R. Kudryk, DMD
42 E. Sunbury Street
Minersville PA 17954

From New York City to Minersville, PA

Schuylkill Dental Medicine
Michael R. Kudryk

             Schuylkill Dental Medicine

Ph: 570.544.4785  •  www.schuylkilldental.com

Advanced Dental Care for Adults & Children

Dr. Kudryk brings 28 years 
of experience to the area. His 
care, skill, judgement and trust 
are reasons to come see him.

Call to schedule an
appointment!

Accepting most
insurances

Always

Accepting

New
Patients!

Lead Line Notification Requirement

Water system piping that may 
consist of lead, galvanized requiring 
replacement, or “lead-status unknown” 
service lines must inform those served 
at the service connection.

What is a Service Line?
A service line is the piping that 

connects your household or build-
ing plumbing to the water main in 
the street. Ownership varies by water 
system, but is typically split between 
the water system and the customer. 
Minersville Water Authority owns the 
section of the service line from the 
water main to the curb stop. The sec-
tion from the curb stop to the water 
meter is owned by the customer.

How can I determine my line material?
The Minersville Borough Municipal Authority is 

continuing service line identification and replace-
ment. If your service line is found to contain lead 
or galvanized piping requiring replacement, you will 
receive a separate notice with information about ser-
vice line replacement and financing opportunities.

If you know your service line is not lead, please 
call the office to let us know. If you are unsure, please 
contact us to set up an appointment for verification.

Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause 
serious health effects in all age groups. Infants and 
children can have decreases in IQ and attention span. 
Lead exposure can lead to new learning and behav-
ior problems or exacerbate existing learning and 
behavior problems. The children of women who are 
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy can have 
increased risk of these adverse health effects. Adults 
can have increased risks of heart disease, high blood 
pressure, kidney or nervous system problems.

How can I reduce exposure to lead?
• Run your water to flush out lead. If the water 

hasn’t been used for several hours, run the water for 
15-30 seconds to flush lead from interior plumbing 
or run the water until it becomes cold or reaches a 
steady temperature before using it for drinking or 
cooking. Only use cold water for drinking and cook-
ing.

• Do NOT use water from the hot water tap to 
make baby formula.

• Do NOT boil water to remove lead. Boiling water 
will not reduce lead.

• Look for alternative sources or treatment of 
water, such as use of a pitcher filter that is certified 
to remove lead and replace the cartridges on a routine 
frequency, or use bottled water.

• Identify and replace premises plumbing fixtures 
containing lead. Brass faucets, fittings, and valves, 
including those advertised as “lead free” installed 
prior to 2014, may contribute lead to drinking water. 
The law prior to that time allowed fixtures with up to 
8% lead to be labeled as lead-free.

• Regularly clean your aerators/screens on plumb-
ing fixtures. Sediment, debris, and lead particles can 
collect in your aerator. If lead particles are caught in 
the aerator, lead can get into your water.

Does Your Water Service Line Contain Lead?
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Kick Off the Holiday Season in Minersville;
Welcome Santa on Nov. 30 with a Parade!

Happy

Holidays

2025 Remaining
Holiday Schedule

Minersville Borough Offices will be closed
the following days

	 Tuesday – November 11 | Veterans Day
	 Thursday – November 27th
	 Friday – November 28th

 | Thanksgiving

	 Thursday – December 25th | Christmas
	 Thursday – January  1st | New Year’s Day

The Borough Office will also close early at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 24 and Dec. 31

We wish you and your families a very safe and 
happy holiday season and look forward to a

great new year of serving you.


