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Minersville Little League announces that CACL 
Federal Credit Union has rescued our town tradition 
by sponsoring the fireworks show to kick off the sum-
mer season on Saturday, June 10.

Announced earlier this spring, the increasing cost 
to put on the pyrotechnics display was becoming too 
much for the Little League program to fund. We would 
also like to thank Reilly and Foster Townships for 
their donations and the parents of the Little League 
who did a fundraiser on their own to help keep the 
Minersville fireworks tradition going.

Please join us for a day full of fun and food as the 
Minersville Little Leaguers compete in skill competi-
tions. Members of this year’s Tournament Teams will 
be announced about 9 p.m. and the fireworks will 
light the sky at 9:30.

Memorial Day Weekend Opening Possible; Swim Season Starts June 3

Everyone in the Pool! Spring/Summer Events in High Gear

YARD SALE ENTRY
To register your household for the community-
wide yard sale June 3, complete this newsletter

Entry Form and return it to:
Minersville Borough Office, 2 E. Sunbury Street, 
Minersville, PA 17954 no later than May 31. Make 
checks payable to the “Minersville Recreation 
Committee” in the amount of $5 per map loca-
tion. Inside borough only.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

❑ Infant clothes/supplies ❑ Antiques

❑ Children’s clothes ❑ Books

❑ Women’s clothes ❑ Kitchen supplies

❑ Men’s clothes ❑ Furniture

❑ Electronics ❑ Toys

❑ Tools ❑ Decorations

❑ Other

Caulking, crack repairs, and painting should be 
complete for the start of the summer season.

Act fast! Admission cost at the Minersville 
Community Pool, located at the Fourth Street 
Recreation Complex, is increasing, but not for loyal 
customers!

The pool will open on a daily basis beginning Sat., 
June 3 from noon to 7 p.m. If the weather cooper-
ates and maintenance needs have been completed, 
the pool may be open for the Memorial Day weekend 
(May 27-28-29) each day at noon. Check the borough 
website or call the borough office near the end of the 
month for final details.

Starting June 3, season admission will increase 
$5 for all Minersville resident passes and $10 for all 
non-resident passes. But, if current pass holders wish 
to renew their season passes, they can do so by June 
2 at their current rate.

Additionally, on an annual basis, if season pass 

Fireworks Saved!
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2017 BOROUGH OFFICIALS
2 East Sunbury Street

Minersville, PA 17954 • Ph: 570-544-2149
Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Fri., 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

www.minersvilleonline.com
OFFICIALS

Mayor .................................................................Joseph Post
Chief of Police .......................................... Michael Combs
President of Council ............................... William Angelo
Borough Manager ................................ Bobby Mahalchick
Secretary ......................................................... Gloria Capik
Treasurer .......................................................... Megan Paul
Tax Receiver ....................................... Juliann Kowalchick
Solicitor ...........................................................Albert Evans
Borough Engineer .................... Entech Engineering, Inc.
Fire Chief ................................................... Eric Eichenberg
Code Enforcement ......................................... Kyle Crouse
Health Officer ................................................. Kyle Crouse
Emergency Mgmt. Coord. ....................... Eric Eichenberg

COUNCIL
William Angelo • Jennifer Beach • Jamie S. Kuehn

M. Ian Mahal • Katielynn Milbrandt
Walter Miscavage • Paul Vuksta

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Michael Combs, Chief • Craig Barket • Jeffrey Bowers

Harry Brown • Richard Clink • Gerard Daley, Jr.
David Cromyack • Kyle Crouse • William Kattner

Walter Knepper • Zack Malis • Ryan Murphy
Joseph Pellowski • Jeremy Sborz • Scott Schaeffer

Eric Sterner • Charles Shuman
Raymond Tonkinson III • Timothy Walsh

Zachary Williams • Leigh Ann Cielinski, Secretary

STREET DEPARTMENT
Edwin Houser, Street Supervisor • Martin Brophy
Craig Chatcho • Michael Firestine • Dave Motuk

SEWER DEPARTMENT
Raymond Sukeena, Supervisor

Joseph Carvajal • Larry Uberti

WATER DEPARTMENT
Melanie Spittler, Manager / Plant Operator

Raymond Bosack • John Graeff, Jr.
Michael Mennig, Jr. • Donald Troutman, Jr.

BOROUGH OFFICE
Megan Paul, Office Manager

Leigh Ann Cielinski • Jennifer Hossler

Minersville Borough Council meets the First and 
Second Tuesday of each month beginning at 7 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers, Water Authority Building 
on North Delaware Avenue. Both meetings are 
open to the public. A Work Session for discussions 
and setting of an agenda takes place on the First 
Tuesday. The Business Meeting is then held on the 
Second Tuesday.

2017 OFFICIAL HOLIDAY HOURS
Minersville Borough offices will be closed on the 

following days in 2017 in observance of the stated 
holidays – Presidents’ Day, Feb. 20; Good Friday (half 
day, close at 11 a.m.), April 14; Memorial Day, May 
29; Independence Day, July 4; Labor Day, Sept. 4; 
Veterans Day, Nov. 10; Thanksgiving and day after, 
Nov. 23 and 24; Christmas, Dec. 22 (half day, close at 
11 a.m.) and 25; New Year’s, Dec. 29 (half day, close 
at 11 a.m.), Jan. 1, 2018.

Everyone in the Pool!
– Continued from Page 1

holders renew their passes between December 15 
and April 1 they can maintain their previous year’s 
rate. This will allow loyal customers who regularly 
visit and purchase season passes to avoid increases. 
So buy now and avoid rising costs. Any break in pass 
purchases will void the Loyalty Rate.

Applications can be made at the Borough Office, 2 
E. Sunbury St., or by downloading on-line at:

www.minersvilleonline.com
and mailing to the borough office. During the swim 
season, passes can also be purchased at the pool. All 
applications will be verified before passes are issued. 
Fraudulent information voids passes.

Loyalty Rates for a season of swimming
“Loyalty Rate” season passes for Borough resi-

dents will be: $50 for a Student, $60 for an Adult, $40 
for Senior Citizens; $95 for a Family up to five plus 
$20 for each additional.

Non-resident “Loyalty Rate” season passes will be: 
$60 for a Student, $75 for an Adult, $55 for Senior 
Citizens; $120 for a Family up to five plus $30 for 
each additional.

New regular rate season costs
The increased season pass costs for Minersville 

Borough residents, if you don’t qualify for the Loyalty 
Rate, is $55 for a Student, $65 for an Adult, $45 for a 

IN YOUR TARGET MARKETIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNN YYYYYYYYYOOOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUURRRRRRRRR TTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRGGGGGGGGGGEEEEEEEEETTTTTTTTT MMMMMMMMMAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRKKKKKKKKKEEEEEEEEETTTTTTTTTI

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVEEEEERRRRRRRRRRRRYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRREEEEEEEEAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHH EEEEEEEEVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRYYYYYYYY HHHHHHHHOOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEERREACH EVERY HOUSEREACH EVERY HOUSE

IN YOUR TARGET MARKETIN YOUR TARGET MARKET

960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Sch, Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY household and business! 
You choose the area. No addresses or labels
needed. Pay only 17.7 cents each in postage.

POSTAGE
POSTAGE

REDUCED
REDUCED

TO 17.7¢
TO 17.7¢

– Continued on Page 4
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Take a closer look at the Prestige Money Market 

Account from Riverview Bank. Simple, flexible, 

and ready when you need it, the Prestige Money

Market offers No Minimum Balance Fees and for

a limited time, get a premium fixed rate through 

December 31, 2017.

Don’t Bank Bigger…Bank Better.

*APY:   Annual Percentage Yield. Variable, tiered-rate product; rates are accurate as of publication date and subject to change at Bank’s discre-
tion. Top tier rate of 1.00% APY rate is guaranteed through DECEMBER 31, 2017; thereafter is subject to change at Bank’s discretion. Minimum
balance to open and earn interest is $2,500.00. Offer available to consumers and businesses; no institutional, municipal, or brokered funds. No
maintenance fees. Transaction limitations apply. Limited time offer. Subject  to account approval. See Bank Representative for further details.

PRESTIGE MONEY MARKET
TOP TIER GUARANTEED RATE

APY*1.00%
ON BALANCES OF $50,000 & ABOVE

TIERED PRICING & INTEREST
$2,500 to $25,000...............  .10%APY*

$25,000.01 to $49,999.99...  .30%APY*

$50,000.00 and above ......  1.00% APY*

Top Tier Rate is guaranteed through December 31, 2017

RiverviewBankPA.com

Cressona:
57 South Sillyman St.
570.385.1333

Orwigsburg:
100 Hollywood Blvd. 
570.366.7790

Pottsville W. Market:
22nd & West Market Sts.
570.622.2632

Trevorton:
450 West Shamokin St.
570.797.3121

Pottsville Park Plaza
308 N. Claude A. Lord Blvd.
570.622.2060

Berks County: 
Wyomissing  
NEW Temple
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Pottsville | Reading | Mountaintop | Lititz | Pittsburgh | State College

800.825.1372 | entecheng.com

We understand municipal systems 
and the people who operate them 
non-stop to serve their communi-
ties. We are part of many of those  
communities, relying on them. 

water | wastewater
municipal | environmental

Pottsville | Reading | Mountaintop | Lititz | Pittsburgh | State College

800.825.1372 | entecheng.com

Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!

17 Municipal Road • Orwigsburg, PA 17961

570-366-1275
www.hbsteele.com

Providing Year Round Comfort

Heating & Cooling System

High Effi  ciency

Ductless Design

Individual Zoning

Quiet Operation

Low Cost Installation

Everyone in the Pool; Season Starts June 3
– Continued from Page 2

Senior Citizen, and $100 for a Family up to five plus 
$20 for each additional.

Non-resident regular rate season passes will be: 
$70 for a Student, $85 for an Adult, $65 for a Senior 
Citizen, and $130 for a Family up to five 
plus $30 for each additional.

A “Family” consists of parents or a cou-
ple and up to three children, all permanent 
residents of the same household and 
same immediate family … or one adult 
and up to four children. A separate 
pass is required for any adult, 18 or 
older, residing in the household (adult 
children, grandparents, aunts, uncles).

Daily admission prices for this year 
remain the same at: $2 for a Pre-School child and 
Senior Citizens, $3 for Student (age four through 17), 
$5 for Adult (age 18 and over); Evening admission 
from 5 to 7 p.m. will be 50% off the daily rate.

Pre-School is a child, age three or younger. Senior 
Citizens must be age 55 or older.

Children under age 10 must be accompanied by 
a responsible adult 18 years of age or older. Without 
a responsible adult, children under 10 will be denied 
admission to the pool. There is no non-swimmer dis-
count; all patrons entering the pool are required to 
pay the appropriate fee. A policy regarding lawn chair 
use in the pool is being discussed.

Pool pavilion available to rent
The swimming pool pavilion is an ideal place to 

hold your summer birthday party. Two party-size 
rental options are available, each with a damage/
cleaning fee of $50 in addition to the rental cost. Full 
payment is required two weeks in advance.

Option 1 is for a group of up to 20 guests with 
a maximum of 15 children for a set cost of $150. 
Additional guests in excess of 20 cost $10 each.

Option 2 covers 35 to 50 guests with a maximum 
of 40 children for $300. Attendees in excess of 50 will 
cost $10 additional.

Two time slots per day are available … 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m. Pool admission for all guests 
is included along with food and drink menu options.

Contact the Borough Office at 570-544-2149 to 
reserve your date and time. Additional information 
can be found on www.minersvilleonline.com.

Closing Policy
The pool may close or be closed early in the 

case of inclement weather or low attendance. The 
Minersville Community Swimming Pool will require 
immediate closure of the pool in the event that light-
ning or thunder is present in or around the area and 
the pool will remain closed until 30 minutes past the 
last visible lightning strike or episode of thunder.

The pool will be closed if air temperature is 60 
degrees or below.
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G o l f  C o u r s e

Hidden Valley
1753 Panther Valley Road  •  Pine Grove, PA 17963

 570-739-4455 x12

ConsiderYOUR PLACE FOR GREAT GOLF & MORE
MAKE HIDDEN VALLEY GOLF COURSE

Your local choice for your couples game, regular 4-some,
group golf outing, league or tournament play.

Driving Range w/Real Grass and Irrigated

Free Practice Putting Greens

Full Service Snack Bar & 19th Hole Beverage Bar

9-Hole Rates Any Time

Wednesday Ladies 18-Hole League

Monthly Couples Golf Outings w/Picnic Following Round

No Tournament Too Big or Too Small

Senior Leagues Monday & Thursday

Book Your Next Tee Time OnLine

Watch for our online booking ADD-ONS.
VALUE added to your round of golf
only available by booking online!

Hidden.DistinctGolf.com

Follow us on

Rent for your next event
Completely remodeled inside & out

Watch for Upcoming Tournaments at Hidden Valley
Bookmark our site and stay connected!

G o l f  C o u r s e

Hidden Valley

ONLY
20 Bucket Driving Range Punch Card

*Must present this coupon
at time of purchase.

Valid through 7-31-17

Your Next 18 Hole Round of Golf
w/Power Cart – Any Tuesday or Friday

TAKE

~ Weddings
~ Receptions
~ Reunions

y
ompletely remodele

Rustic “Climate Controlled” Cabin
2 Outdoor Pavilions • Gas Fire Pit

Large Illuminated Area for Parking or Party Tent

Not valid with any other discounts, specials, group, league 
or tournament play. Valid through 7-28-17

$5 OFF00
.

$65

From the Desk of the Borough Manager
low-cost projects that improve the safety and 
mobility of the traveling public. The kinds of 
eligible projects vary widely, including improve-
ments to traffic signals, roadway improvements 
at signalized intersections, school zones, guide-
rail, and roadside safety.

• Green Light Go – Traffic signal 
modernization and improvement 
for critical corridors designed to 
improve safety and mobility by 
reducing congestion and improving 
efficiency on key state highways.

• DCED Keystone Communities Grant 
– Demolition of the Legion building 
and construction of a Memorial 
Park.

Schuylkill County has been awarded 
grant funds to assist communities need-
ing demolition of blighted properties. Minersville 
was awarded the first project – the demolition of the 
former Legion Post 544 building expected to begin in 
early May. The grant requires no match of funds from 
the Borough.

We will seek additional funding from the county 
to target other Borough properties that threaten 
the health, safety, welfare, and property values. The 
properties being pursued also have liens on them for 
taxes, code violations, etc.

Spring has sprung and summer is just around the 
corner. Exciting projects and events are in the works.

I’m happy to report the award of a $50,000 
Early Intervention Program Grant. This will allow the 
Borough to hire an independent consultant to develop 
a 3-to-5-year Financial Plan and Management Review. 
Such a plan is necessary to avoid the fate of so many 

other municipalities declar-
ing Act 47 – severe financial 
difficulty – that threatens the 
health, welfare, and safety of 
their residents. RFPs – Requests 
For Proposals – with a deadline 
of May 15 have gone out to six 
professional firms. The grant 
will fund $35,000; we’ll need to 
provide $15,000 locally.

Not successful was our grant 
request for Park Rehabilitation 
and Development through the 
Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR) 

to fund repairs and improvements to our play-
grounds. The Borough will pursue other grant sources 
to keep this need on track.

We are awaiting response for the following grants 
that have yet to be awarded:

• Automated Red Light Enforcement – The intent 
of this program is to fund worthwhile, relatively – Continued on Page 6

Bobby Mahalchick
Borough Manager
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R&J TOURS – 2017 HAPPENINGS

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!

May 23 – Vegas Legends @AMT .................................................................................... $89
May 24 – Shades of Buble ............................................................................................. $63
May 27 – Fleet Week @ Intrepid.................................................................................... $64
May 27 – The Great PA Flavorfest .................................................................................. $25
May 31 – The Temptations Revue @ Resorts ................................................................. $76
June 7 – Legends of Pop ............................................................................................... $86
June 10 & Sept 23 – Bronx Zoo ................................................................................. **$62
June 14 – Mohegan Sun @ Pocono ($FSP & $Food) ...................................................... $26
June 15 – Buying the Moose @ RDT .............................................................................. $74
June 16 – Cape May Point, Dolphin Watch ................................................................ **$79
June 20 – Adventure Aquarium & Zoo........................................................................... $65
June 24 & July 29 – Ocean City, NJ ................................................................................ $45
June 25  & Aug 5 – Baltimore National Aquarium ..................................................... **$68
July 8 – Wildwood, NJ ................................................................................................... $51
July 12 & Sept 9 – National Zoo .................................................................................... $44
July 14 – The Texas Tenors @ AMT ................................................................................. $73
July 15 – Rehoboth Beach............................................................................................. $46
July 16 – Finger Lakes Wine Festival ............................................................................. $80
July 20 – Legends of Maritime Baltimore .................................................................... $106
July 22 – Ocean City, MD ............................................................................................... $53
July 22 – Peter Pan @ DAT ......................................................................................... **$81
July 25 – Dutch Country Roads...................................................................................... $81
Call for dates – Baltimore Inner Harbor Free Day........................................................... $39
Call for dates – Statue of Liberty & 911 Memorial / Museum .................................... **$84
Call for dates – Philadelphia Phillies ..............................................................................call
Call For Dates – New York City Free Days ....................................................................... $40
Call For Dates – Sands Casino (FSP TBA) ........................................................................ $25
Call For Dates – Gourmet Food Shopping in NYC ........................................................... $41

**Child’s Price Available

TOURS
P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734

www.rjtours.com

MAMMOTH MATERIALSMAMMOTH MATERIALS
SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

WE HAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA COAL BULK AND 
BAGS-PICK UP ONLY! STOP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3

570-544-8245570-544-8245

DECORATIVE STONETONE

PICK YOUR

PRICE FROM OUR

COAL BUCKET!

(For Coal Price)

ROCK • MULCH
TOPSOIL

CRUSHED STONE

– Continued from Page 5
Snowstorm strategy paid off

Early planning and execution minimized the 
impact of this year’s largest snowstorm on March 14. 
News and weather outlet forecasting varied widely 
from “some accumulation” to a full blown storm with 
a heavy snowfall expected.

With that uncertainty, councilman and street 
chairman Paul Vuksta and I decided to plan for the 
worst and hope for the best. Meeting with the street 
personnel, we outlined a plan of attack. Contractors 
were called and asked to be on standby for storm 
cleanup.

Mayor Post declared a snow emergency and local 
print, radio, and television media sent out the alert 

to our residents. Our office staff posted the declara-
tion on our website and Facebook page. That declara-
tion bans parking on the snow emergency routes of 
Sunbury, Front, and South 3rd streets. The odd-num-
bered side of North Street was also included in the 
parking ban to allow a traffic detour from Sunbury 
Street during the snow cleanup.

The winter storm walloped the Borough and 
Schuylkill County with the most snowfall the state 
has seen in March since 1993. All of the pre-planning 
worked, providing at least one passable lane for emer-
gency vehicles and necessary traffic during and after 
the storm.

Within two days after the storm, all snow was 
removed from the driving and parking areas on 
the snow emergency routes and on North Street. A 
tremendous team effort by the street, sewer, water, 
office, police department, contractors, councilman 
Vuksta, and myself, – and maybe most importantly, 
our residents! – got the Borough up and running again 
quickly.

Cooperation with Pottsville
The City of Pottsville recently passed an ordi-

nance that takes a tougher stance on code violations 
as well as landlords who are delinquent on taxes, 
water and sewer bills. Minersville has an ordinance 
that addresses this situation, but Pottsville’s has more 
bite to it.

From the Desk of the Borough Manager

South Third Street after snow clearing.
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Hauptly Insurance AgencyHauptly Insurance AgencyHauptly Insurance Agency
2205 West Market Street2205 West Market Street

Pottsville, PA 17901Pottsville, PA 17901
622-1350 fax 622-6660

fast phone quotes for auto!

friendly
service!

low
rates!

about. The educational program was valuable at this 
time.

Other items of interest
Necessary repairs to the pool – caulking, crack 

repair, and painting – will be completed by opening 
day.

Work progresss at the Street Department building 
on Penn Street. Renovations to an office area have 
been completed. Construction of a truck ramp will 
cost $13,500 and furnishings for the office will be 
procured from government surplus. The building is 
anticipated to be occupied by the middle of May.

The Schuylkill County Land Bank’s first project at 
228 Lewis St. is undergoing renovations. The property 
will be put up for sale and put back on the tax rolls. 
Other blighted properties are being eyed for the same 
process.

– Robert G. Mahalchick, Borough Manager

Minersville Code 
Enforcement officer 
Kyle Crouse and I 
recently met with our 
Pottsville counterparts. 
City Administrator 
Tom Palamar and I 
both agree that the 
two communities are 
the most active in code 
enforcement and can 
both benefit by work-
ing together and shar-
ing information and 
ideas. Our solicitor is 
reviewing Pottsville’s ordinance for a possible revi-
sion or replacement to our own.

Children’s safety program
At the request of the Borough, members of 

the Pennsylvania State Police, Goodwill Ambulance 
and Minersville EMS presented a program on chil-
dren’s safety to young students at St. Nicholas and 
Minersville Area Elementary schools.

This need was in response to social media alerts 
that used syringes, whether these be diabetic or drug 
needles, have been found in areas of the Borough. 
With warm weather and the coming end of the school 
year, families and young children will be out and 

From the Desk of the Borough Manager

Check us out
on the WEB…
www.MinersvilleOnline.com

Fourth St. flowering trees.



– 8 –Miners’ Journal MAY 2017

Artsbarngallery@gmail.com

 Sun., May 21 – Wire Trees, 1 to 4 p.m.

 Mon., May 22 – Wind Chimes, 6 to 9 p.m.

 Wed., June 7 – Glitter Canvas, 6 to 8:30 p.m.

 Mon., June 12 – Collage w/A Twist, 6 to 9 p.m.

 Sun., June 18 – Bonsai Wire Tree, 1 to 4 p.m.

 JUNE 5-9 – Ages 3 to 5, Into the Wind

 JUNE 12-16 – Ages 6 to 8, Survivor

 JUNE 19-23 – Ages 6 to 8, Music & Art

 JUNE 26-30 – Ages 9 to 12, Our Earth

 JULY 10-14 – Ages 6 to 8, Endangered

All times are 9 a.m. to Noon

Check our website or call for more information and to register

SPRING & SUMMER HOURS:
Fri., Sat., and Sun.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

3 Berry Rd.
Schuylkill Haven

570570-366-8736366-8736  or check us out on    Facebook
www.TheArtsBarn.com

5- DAY ART CAMPS – REGISTER NOW!

SPRING / SUMMER CLASSES

tively, at the April 11 Minersville Borough Council 
meeting. Bill Tellez is shown holding his certificate 
and flanked by his father, William, and mother, Kasia. 
Councilman Ian Mahal, far right, accepted for Lucas 
Rinaldo.

Enjoy the Recreation Complex
Every day Minersville’s Recreation/Swimming 

Pool complex is enjoyed by 
town residents and visitors 
from surrounding commu-
nities. The Borough expends 
resources to provide a safe 
and secure environment. 
People are encouraged to 
use the complex, but adults 
must be responsible for the conduct of their children.

If you send your children to the playground while 
visiting the complex, one adult from each team or 
group must also be present to monitor the play-
ground’s use. Teams using the fields must finish play 
no later than 10 p.m.

The Minersville Police Department reminds all 
that the complex is closed from dusk to dawn unless 
an activity has been approved by Minersville Borough 
Council. Dogs (yes, even small dogs) are not allowed 
on the ball fields or anywhere in the complex. 
Smoking is not allowed. Fines for violations may be 
imposed and any illegal activity is subject to arrest.

Please help your neighborhood
Blocked street drains can create a hazard for you 

and your neighbors. If you see the drain near your 
house is clogged with litter, please take a few minutes 
to open it with a broom or shovel.

Public meetings
Minersville Borough Council meets for a work ses-

sion the first Tuesday of each month and its monthly 
business meeting the second Tuesday of each month. 
The public is welcome to attend these meetings 
held in the Water Authority building located on N. 
Delaware Ave. beginning at 7 p.m.

Compost site
The Borough compost site is located at the north-

Community yard sale
A community yard sale is planned for Sat., June 3. 

Sponsored by the Minersville Recreation Committee, 
the sale will take place from 7 to 11 a.m. Residents are 
asked to be a part of this gigantic, all-weather sale. A 
$5 registration fee will get your borough house loca-
tion noted on the yard sale map.

Complete the yard sale registration form on 
page 1 of this newsletter and send to the Minersville 
Borough Office by the May 31 deadline. Maps will be 
available for pickup June 2.

Junior council members honored

Borough Services Update . . . and Events

Buying or Selling A Home?
Call Your Hometown Realtor

Joseph J. Post, GRI
Broker/Appraiser

Offi ce: 570-429-2116
Home: 570-544-2914

E-mail: JoPost@comcast.net

HOLDEN REALTY, INC.

The Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs 
(PSAB) recognized two former Junior Council mem-
bers – Bill Tellez and Lucas Rinaldo – for their service 
to the Borough. Framed certificates were presented 
by PSAB representatives Stephanie Drake and Leslie 
Suhr, pictured second from left and right, respec-
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KRAMER’S SOLID ROCK DBA

MULCH, SOIL,
DECORATIVE  AND QUARRY STONE

T B
 Landscaping

Supply

1770 Long Run Road
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

570-739-4770
www.TBLSupply.com

Best Discount Prices on
Landscaping Rock, Mulch, and Installation

Services in Schuylkill County

CALL US ABOUT QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

LANDSCAPING SERVICES

HOURS: MARCH 1 – OCT. 31

TRIMMING AND PRUNING
PLANTING
MOWING

MULCHING

MULCHES  •  SOILS  •  DECORATIVE STONE
DRIVEWAY AND DRAINAGE STONE  •  PLANTS

SAND  •  CERTIFIED PLAYGROUND MULCH
FIELDSTONE AND WALL STONE  •  STRAW

WEED BARRIER  •  LOAD HANDLER PRODUCTS

INSTALLATIONS
HARD SCAPING
SNOW REMOVAL

SPRAYING

M-F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  •  Sat. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.  •  Sun. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hours Subject
to Change

WE’VE GOT YOUR MATERIALS

$$3 OFF3 OFF $25 PURCHASE$25 PURCHASE
OR MOREOR MORE

WITH THIS AD – EXPIRES 10/31/17

––

our yards or near our homes. Be a good neighbor and 
keep your grass cut and your property free of junk 
and debris. Violators are subject to a $300 fine or risk 
a lien placed on the property if the Borough has to cut 
the grass in the interest of public safety.

Smile! You’re on video
A video surveillance system is in operation at the 

compost site. The system monitors illegal dumping 
from any vehicle entering and leaving. Only recyclable 
materials and grass and brush clippings are permit-
ted. Fines for violators could run into thousands of 
dollars.

Help beautify Minersville
Borough Police and Code Enforcement officers are 

cracking down on individuals who leave their proper-
ty in a state of disrepair. A well-maintained property 
enhances the beauty of the Borough and increases 
property value for all homeowners.

Your voice, your information
If you are a member of a local civic organiza-

tion, this newsletter invites you to spread the word 
of your activities. The next edition of the Miners’ 
Journal is scheduled for home delivery August 4. 
If you have information or announcements for the 
residents of Minersville, they should be submitted to:
minersnewsletter@hotmail.com by July 7.

ern end of N. Delaware Avenue and is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to noon.

The site accepts grass clippings, leaves, tree trim-
mings, and other reasonable yard waste. Items col-
lected in plastic bags should be emptied from the bag 
before being deposited at the compost site. Take your 
bags with you.

Your responsibilities
Borough Ordinance 183 requires 

dog owners to keep their dog con-
fined to their own property. When 
taking the dog for a walk, the animal 
must be on a leash. The ordinance 
also requires the person walking the 
dog to clean up any fecal matter 
discharged by the dog. Fecal mat-
ter deposited by the animal on the 
owner’s property must be picked up 
within twenty-four hours to prevent becoming a 
danger to public health. All dogs are required to be 
licensed and vaccinated. Dogs are prohibited in the 
Recreation Complex on South 4th Street.

High grass and weeds
Borough Ordinance 291 requires grass and 

weeds not exceed eight inches in height. Not only 
is it unsightly, the wild growth can become home to 
rodents, snakes and other creatures we don’t want in 

Borough Services Update . . . and Events

– Continued on Page 10
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DONALD J. BUTLER
FUNERAL HOME

328 Sunbury Street
Minersville, PA 17954-1240

Always Available for Pre-Planning
or at Your Immediate Time In Need

Comprehensive Funeral Arrangements
with Compassion, Dignity and Respect

Veteran Owned and Operated
www.DonaldJButlerFH.com

570-544-6775

– Continued from Page 9

Landlords must register
The Residential Rental Ordinance requires land-

lords to register their properties with the Borough. 
It also regulates inspection of the unit, which is con-
ducted every three years, and inspection of all rental 
units prior to any change of occupancy.

The ordinance also contains regulations for 
Occupant Permits for all tenants. This is a one-time 
fee for each occupant in a rental property as long as 
the tenant resides in the same unit. Failure for either 
the landlord or occupants to abide by this ordinance 
will result in citations issued by the Borough.

All forms for registrations are available at the 
borough office. Contact the office with any questions 
regarding this ordinance.

Speed limit enforcement
The speed limit in the 

Borough is 25 miles per hour. 
The Minersville Police Department 
utilizes an ENRADD system to 
monitor motorists’ speeds. Do not 
exceed the speed limit. Speeding 
may result in a large fine, points 
on your driver’s license, and high-
er insurance premiums. It also creates risks for pedes-
trians and other motorists. Slow down. Save a life.

Bill payments
Minersville Borough, Water, and Sewer depart-

ments have added two other options for bill payment 
– online payment and direct withdrawal.

Please understand, these are optional ways to 
pay. You may continue to pay by cash, check or 
money order payments at our office Monday through 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.; or mail payments to our office at 2 E. Sunbury 
Street, Minersville.

You will now be able to pay online by credit/debit 
card or by e-check. There are separate fees associated 
with this option that would be added to the pay-

Borough Services Update . . . and Events

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Interested in sending a subscription to

a friend or distant relative?
Living outside the borough limits but

would like to receive a copy?

Future issues of the Miners’ Journal can be 
sent to the address you provide for a nominal fee. 
Simply contact minersnewsletter@hotmail.com with 
your mailing address or call the borough office dur-
ing normal business hours . . . 570-544-2149.

David J. Wasilewski, DMD | 42 E. Sunbury St.
Minersville | 570.544.4785 | www.schuylkilldental.com

Call us today!

Schuylkill Dental Medicine
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MINERSVILLE PHARMACY – FRONT & SUNBURY STREETS • MINERSVILLE

LITTLE PHARMACY . . . BIG SERVICE!LITTLE PHARMACY . . . BIG SERVICE!
• Need HELP taking your

medicines correctly?
Ask about our special med
planner exchange service!

• WE TRANSFER your prescription
 refills FOR you - NO EFFORT
 required on your part!

• FREE DELIVERY throughout the
community

• SUPER SPEEDY, neighborly service 
with budget-friendly prices

• Custom-made compounded
medicines for people and PETS

HATE the WAIT?
Get your prescriptions

FAST from our
helpful staff!

the disposal of desktop computers, laptop comput-
ers, computer monitors, computer peripherals and 
televisions. If these items are placed on the curb for 
pickup, the trash hauler will not take them.

Electronics recycling is held periodical-
ly by the Schuylkill County Office of Solid 
Waste in coordination with Minersville 
Borough. Residents should store their dis-
carded electronics until the next collection.

Fall Cleanup accepts large and small
Minersville Borough partners with the Schuylkill 

County Office of Solid Waste by hosting a collection 
site for large items during the annual Fall Cleanup & 
Recycling Event, usually held in September.

Until then, residents and property owners are 
asked to store scrap tires, scrap metal, appliances, 
electronics, and any other bulky items until the fall 
cleanup for proper disposal. Specific dates and times 
of collection will be published in local newspapers 
and on the county government website.

Household hazardous waste (paint, solvents, 
cleaners, poisons) is not accepted at any of the gen-
eral cleanup events because they may require special 
handling and disposal. Contact the Office of Solid 
Waste at 570-622-1221 for instructions and recom-
mendations. Additional information can be found 
online at www.co.schuylkill.pa.us/Offices/Recycles/
HouseholdHazard.asp

ment. To make the payments online you will need the 
account and pin number.

If you have multiple accounts you will have a sep-
arate pin number for each account. Should you lose 
your pin number, contact the Borough office to send a 
letter to your billing address with the pin number. Pin 
numbers will not be given out over the phone.

Direct withdrawal payments will be taken from 
the bank account on the billing due date. Questions 
regarding the new payment options? Contact the 
Borough office at 570-544-2149.

Replacing your windows?
If you are contemplating replacing windows, be 

aware before purchasing that all 
windows installed in this area must 
have a U-factor of 0.35 or lower. 
This number has been established 
under the Uniform Construction 
Code and adopted by the State 
of Pennsylvania and enforced 
throughout. If the windows do not 
have the proper U-factor, they will 
not pass code inspection.

Contact the Minersville code 
office at 570-544-2149.

Recycle those electronics
The state Covered Device Recycling Act prohibits 

Borough Services Update . . . and Events
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Reminders from Code Enforcement
When planning your summer projects, remember 

to contact the Borough Office regarding building per-
mits.

Permits are required for all new con-
struction and all replacement or 
alterations of roofs, windows, 
doors, garage doors, elec-
trical, plumbing, heating 
systems (including supple-
mental heating units), side-
walks, curbing, fencing with 
6-foot maximum height, chimney 
replacement, or installation of 
liners, foundations, swimming 
pool and hot tub installation, 
oil storage tanks, sub-floor-
ing, and interior renova-
tions.

Adding to your existing structure, i.e. new decks, 
enclosing decks, will require a building permit and a 
zoning permit. Zoning permits are administered by 
the Schuylkill County Zoning Office, 570-628-1415.

Also, if you are replacing windows, all windows 
installed in this area must have a U-factor of .35. This 
number has been established under the 2009 Uniform 
Construction Code, adopted by the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania and enforced throughout the state. 
If the windows do not have the proper U-factor, they 
will not pass code inspection.

Code compliance
Ordinance No. 299, Alternate Dispute Resolution, 

exists to protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
citizens of the Borough. This ordinance provides for 
the issuance of tickets, citations and penalties to own-
ers and/or occupiers of properties, assuring for code 
compliance and maintenance of properties in a timely 
manner, for quality-of-life violations.

Violations can occur in the following areas:
• Accumulation of rubbish, garbage, junk or litter.
• Storing of hazardous material.
• Storing of recyclables.
• Storage containers for waste or trash must be 

durable, watertight, made of metal or plastic 

Prevent animal access
Due to an increased number of calls to our office 

this year regarding issues with wild animals (i.e. 
feral cats, skunks, raccoons, etc), follow these tips to 
address the issues within our Borough.

Deny animal access to your 
trash. Get a trash can that has 
locks on it or is very 
difficult to open. 
Lock your trash 
cans in a shed 
or your garage 
and prevent 
entry. Only take 
the garbage cans 
out the evening 
before collection.

Keep food 
out of your yard. 
Do not feed your dogs or cats outside and do not 
leave your left over food from meals outside. If you 
have a fruit tree, clean up the felled apples, peaches, 
etc. on a regular basis. If you have an outside garden, 
construct a good fence around it.

Skunks are horrible climbers and even worse at 
jumping. A barrier just might do the trick, but they 
are excellent diggers. Keep them out with wire mesh 
barriers three feet high and buried one foot deep. Seal 
up any holes and ditches. Close off openings under 
your home, sheds and decks.

FRESHNESS, QUALITY, SERVICE

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464
(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099

WIC & Access
Card Welcome

Money Orders 79¢

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
 SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

570-544-5111
www.mahal-ritzel.com

mark@mahal-ritzel.com

“Serving families like family”

Mark J. Mahal Mark J. Mahal SupervisorSupervisor
Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home Inc.Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home Inc.
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Newsletter Particulars
“Miners’ Journal” is a quarterly newsletter of the

Borough of Minersville distributed to 2,900 house-
holds within the borough.

Newsletter articles are compiled by Council-
man Jamie Kuehn. This newsletter is designed and 
printed by South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing 
960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

Publication date for the next three issues are:
August 4, October 27, 2017 and February 2, 2018

News Submittals
Nonprofit and community organizations within 

the borough are invited to submit news items for 
consideration. Written submittals must be received 
at the borough office three weeks prior to the publi-
cation date. Simply E-mail info to minersnewsletter
@hotmail.com or call 570-544-2149.

Advertising
Businesses wishing to reach every household 

in the Borough of Minersville are invited to adver-
tise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill Print-
ing & Publishing for more information. Call Barb @ 
570-385-3120. All advertisements must be received 
at least three weeks prior to the publication dates. 
Ad content is subject to approval and acceptance 
by the Borough of Minersville.

Robert E. Reedy & Sons, Inc.Robert E. Reedy & Sons, Inc.
4th Generation – Since 1926

www.reedyoil.com

570-544-2076

Home Heating Oil
Kerosene  •  Off-Road Diesel

The ABC’s of Our Company:
A – Automatic Deliveries

B – Budget Payment Plans

C – Call-In Customers Always Welcome

D – Dependable Service

E – Energy Assist. (LIHEAP) Participant

F – Fast & Friendly Service . . .
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If home is where your story begins,  
let us be the first chapter.

1-866-642-7736 | midpennbank.com

PREQUALIFY FOR A  
MORTGAGE TODAY

MEMBER FDICNMLS # 514439

Providence Place
S E N I O R  L I V I N G

www.Providence-Place.com

570-628-6950 2200 1st Avenue, Pottsville
 570-345-4999 24 Hikes Hollow Rd, Pine Grove

Contact us to learn how Providence Place
can provide the support you need to live a

more active and independent life!

I do need aI do need a
little help,little help,
but I ’m notbut I ’m not
helpless.helpless.

Memorial Day – More Than Parades and Bar-B-Q
For nearly 150 years, Americans have gathered in 

late spring to honor the sacrifice of those who have 
given their lives in service to their country. What 
began with dozens of informal commemorations of 
those killed in the Civil War has grown to become 
one of the nation’s most solemn and hallowed holi-
days. From its earliest incarnation as 
“Decoration Day” to its modern-day 
observances, here are some sur-
prising facts about the history of 
Memorial Day.

In May 1868, General John A. 
Logan, the commander-in-chief of 
the Union veterans’ group known 
as the Grand Army of the Republic, 
issued a decree that May 30 should 
become a nationwide day of com-
memoration for the more than 620,000 
soldiers killed in the recently ended Civil 
War.

On Decoration Day, as Logan dubbed it, 
Americans should lay flowers and decorate the 
graves of the war dead “whose bodies now lie in 
almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in 
the land.” According to legend, Logan chose May 30 
because it was a rare day that didn’t fall on the anni-
versary of a Civil War battle, though some historians 
believe the date was selected to ensure that flowers 
across the country would be in full bloom.

Although the term Memorial Day was used begin-
ning in the 1880s, the holiday was officially known as 
Decoration Day for more than a century, when it was 
changed by federal law.

Four years later, the Uniform Monday Holiday Act 
of 1968 finally went into effect, moving Memorial 

Day from its traditional observance 
on May 30 (regardless of the day of 
the week), to a set day – the last 
Monday in May.

For almost as long as there’s 
been a holiday, there’s been a 
rivalry about who celebrated it 
first. Boalsburg, Pa., bases its claim 

on an 1864 gathering of women 
to mourn those recently killed at 

Gettysburg. In Carbondale, Illinois, 
they’re certain that they were first, 

thanks to an 1866 parade led, in part, by 
John Logan who two years later would lead 

the charge for an official holiday. There are 
even two dueling Columbus challengers (one in 

Mississippi, the other in Georgia) who have battled 
it out for Memorial Day supremacy for decades.

Despite the increasing celebration of the holiday 
as a summer rite of passage, there are some formal 
rituals still on the books. The American flag should be 
hung at half-staff until noon on Memorial Day, then 
raised to the top of the staff. And since 2000, when 
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SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING

CHOSEN BESTCHOSEN BEST
PRINTER INPRINTER IN

SCHUYLKILL COUNTYSCHUYLKILL COUNTY
(By Our  Customers)

10% OFF
ANY PRINT ORDER

Placed 5/1/17 thru 7/31/17
New or Loyal Customers.

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per order. Expires 7/31/17

960 E. Main Street  •  P.O. Box 178  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972960 E. Main Street  •  P.O. Box 178  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120  •  Ph: 570-385-3120  •  printing@southschuylkill.netprinting@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.comwww.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

We Mean Business!We Mean Business!

ONE COLOR TO FULL COLOR
BUSINESS CARDS  •  LETTERHEADS  •  ENVELOPES
FLYERS  •  BROCHURES  •  POSTCARDS  •  CATALOGS

CARBONLESS FORMS  •  TICKETS  •  POSTERS
VINYL BANNERS  •  FLAGS  •  YARD SIGNS

NEWSLETTERS  •  ANYTHING PRINTED

WE STOCK
SIGNS

YARD
SALE

GARAGE
SALE

 7. Flanders Field, the area where Lt. Col. John 
McCrae noticed red poppies growing on the 
graves of fallen soldiers during WWI, is located in 
what country?

  (a) Italy (b) Germany
  (c) France (d) Belgium
 8. Who wrote the Pledge of Allegiance?
  (a) Francis Scott Key (b) Francis Bellamy
  (c) John Philip Sousa (d) Robert Stanley Weir
 9. Which one of the following Revolutionary War 

heroes is credited with stating, “I only regret that 
I have but one life to lose for my country”?

  (a) Patrick Henry (b) Nathaniel Greene
  (c) Nathan Hale (d) Paul Revere
10. Which one of the following is marked as the day 

that the Allies achieved Victory in Europe and is 
known as V-E Day?

  (a) March 6 (b) May 8
  (c) June 6 (d) July 14

the U.S. Congress passed legislation, all Americans 
are encouraged to pause for a National Moment of 
Remembrance at 3 p.m. local time.

Think you know all there is to know about 
Memorial Day? Take this quiz and be proven right.
 1. What was the holiday now known as Memorial 

Day originally called?
  (a) Reunification Day (b) Soldiers’ Day
  (c) Remembrance Day (d) Decoration Day
 2. Memorial Day started out as a holiday honoring 

those who died in what war?
  (a) Revolutionary War (b) War of 1812
  (c) Civil War (d). World War I
 3. What flower is traditionally worn as a sign of 

remembrance on Memorial Day?
  (a) Orange lily (b) Blue morning glory
  (c) White rose (d) Red poppy
 4. What was the bloodiest single-day battle in 

American history?
  (a) Battle of Antietam (b) Battle of Gettysburg
  (c) Battle of Shiloh (d) Battle of Okinawa
 5. What was the longest war in which U.S. soldiers 

fought?
  (a) Civil War (b) Vietnam War
  (c) War in Iraq (d) War in Afghanistan
 6. Arlington National Cemetery is built on the confis-

cated estate of what Confederate Army General?
  (a) J.E.B. Stuart (b) Stonewall Jackson
  (c) Robert E. Lee (d) Joseph Johnston

Memorial Day – More Than Parades and Bar-B-Q

ANSWERS: 1. (d) Decoration Day; 2. (c) Civil War; 3. (d) 
Red Poppy; 4. (a) Antietam; 5. (d) Afganistan;    6. (c) 
Robert E. Lee; 7. (d) Belgium; 8. (b) Francis Bellamy; 9. 
(c) Nathan Hale; 10. (b) May 8



– 16 –Miners’ Journal MAY 2017

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pottsville PA

17901
Permit No. 16Borough of Minersville

2 East Sunbury Street • Minersville, PA 17954

Official Matter
of Minersville Borough

ECRWSS Postal Customer
Minersville, PA 17954

MINERMINERS’S’  JOURNALJOURNALOfficial Publication Borough of Minersville

www.minersvilleonline.comwww.minersvilleonline.com

Community pool opens for the season June 3 (maybe sooner)
Little League Night is June 10; Fireworks at dusk

Calendar of Events

League complex. The town’s Citizen of the Year will 
be honored.

Official holidays – the Minersville Borough office 
will be closed Monday, May 29 (Memorial Day) and on 
Tuesday, July 4 (Independence Day).

The annual Community Yard Sale will be held 
Saturday, June 3 from 7 to 11 a.m. Minersville 
Borough households wanting to be listed on the offi-
cial map are asked to register by May 31. An entry 
form is published on the front page of this newsletter 
for your convenience.

Saturday, June 10 is Little League Night that gets 
underway at the Recreational Complex at 5 p.m. Don’t 
miss the fireworks display to begin after dark.

The St. Nicholas Ukranian Parish picnic will be 
held Saturday, July 1 from 4 to 11 p.m. and Sunday, 
July 2 from noon to 10 p.m. at the picnic grove on 
Rt. 901.

The annual Minersville Fire-Rescue block party 
will be held Thursday through Saturday, July 13 to 
15. Food concessions open at 6 p.m. Live entertain-
ment gets underway at 7:30 p.m. each evening.

Activities are plentiful in the Minersville area this 
spring and summer. Take advantage of the warmer 
weather and visit with your friends and neighbors at 
these events.

A community breakfast is offered by the Clover 
Fire Company in Heckschersville on 
May 14 and 28, June 11 and 25, 
and July 9 and 23. It’s an all-you-
care-to-eat buffet from 7 a.m. to 
noon.

The Mountaineer Hose Company, 
101 South Third Street, Minersville will serve up 
breakfast on May 6 and 20 from 7:30 a.m. to noon.

The Minersville Community Pool will open 
Memorial Day weekend – Saturday, May 27 through 
Monday, May 29 – weather permitting at noon 
each day. Beginning Saturday, June 3 the swimming 
pool, located at the South Fourth Street Recreational 
Complex, will open daily at noon.

The Minersville Memorial Day festivities on May 
29 will get underway with a parade beginning at 9 
a.m. followed by a program ceremony at the Little 
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