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Borough and Sewer Authority Projects Update

Streetscape Contract, Paving, and Sewer Line Work

I hope all are enjoying the
warmer weather ... and you and
your loved ones are healthy and
safe. The great news is that it
appears that the corner has been
turned in battling the craziness
caused by one of the worst pan-
demics in history. It feels fan-
tastic to get back to some sense
of normalcy. To any of you that
have been tragically impacted by
COVID 19, I want to express my
deepest condolences.

Here are some Borough and Sewer Authority
updates since the last Miners’ Journal issue.

Bob Mahalchick

Borough Manager

Streetscape project

In the last edition of the Journal, I informed that
the state DCED Multi-Modal $736,000 “No Match
Required” grant for streetscape improvements along
Sunbury Street from the Commonwealth Financing
Authority moved one step closer to reality with the
submission of a permit application agreement to
PennDOT. That was done at the end of last year.

In response to an inquiry from us in April,
a PennDOT official reported the agreement went
through the Office of Chief Counsel and was for-
warded to the PA Attorney General’s Office for review
and signature.

I am elated to inform you that the PA Attorney

- Continued on Page 4

Minersville Hosts 67th Annual Sch. County Firefighters Convention

Gigantic Parade & 9-11 Salute Set for Sat., Sept. 11

The Minersville Fire Department will
host a week-long 67th annual Schuylkill
County Firefighters Convention that gets
underway on Sunday, Sept. 5 and cli-
maxes with a huge Firefighters Parade on
Saturday, Sept. 11.

Here is the schedule and a few high-
lights;

e Sunday, Sept. 5th - Convention

COMING EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 5-TO-11 - Schuylkill County Firefighters
Convention hosted by Minersville Fire Department.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 11 - Gigantic Schuylkill County
Firefighters Parade, 1:30 p.m.; Special Patriots Day
recognition, marking the 20th anniversary of 9-11.

SATURDAY, OCT. 23 & SUNDAY, OCT. 24 - Halloween
Haunted House, 7 to 9 p.m. both nights. Reserved
time tickets will be available.

SUNDAY, OCT. 24 - Minersville Halloween Parade steps

off at 6:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, OCT. 31 - Trick or Treat, 6 to 8 p.m.; Turn your
porch light on to indicate youngsters, 12 years and
younger, are welcome to get a treat.

week kicks off ... with a Memorial Service
at St. Peter & Paul Church, beginning at
6 p.m. This is open to the public and fol-
lowed by a social at Mountaineer Hose
Co., for fire personnel only, following the
church service.

e Monday, Sept. 6 - Nothing sched-
uled due to the Labor Day holiday.

- Continued on Page 2

@ SUPPORT YOUR LIBRARY

The Minersville Public Library needs
your help to maintain its services
to the community. See page 9.
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Minersville Borough Council meets the First and
Second Tuesday of each month beginning at 7 p.m.
in the Council Chambers, Water Authority Building
on North Delaware Avenue. Both meetings are
open to the public. A Work Session for discussions
and setting of an agenda takes place on the First
Tuesday. The Business Meeting is then held on the
Second Tuesday.

2021 OFFICIAL HOLIDAY HOURS

Minersville Borough offices will be closed in 2021
in observance of the stated holidays - Presidents
Day, Feb. 15; Good Friday (half day, close at 11 a.m.),
April 2; Memorial Day, May 31; Independence Day,
July 5 (observed); Labor Day, Sept. 6; Columbus Day,
Oct. 11; Veterans Day, Nov. 11; Thanksgiving and
day after, Nov. 25 and 26; Christmas, Dec. 23 (half
day, close at 11 a.m.) and Dec. 24; New Year’s, Dec.
30 (half day, close at 11 a.m.), Dec. 31 (observed).
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Firefighters Convention

- Continued from Page 1

* Tuesday, Sept. 7 - Firefighter Training Seminar
for fire personnel only.

* Wednesday, Sept. 8 - Convention delegates
meeting at St. Nicholas Hall for fire personnel only.

e Thursday, Sept. 9 - Convention social - open to
the public - at New Minersville Fire Co.

e Friday, Sept. 10 - Nothing scheduled ... prepa-
ration for parade.

e Saturday Sept. 11 - Schuylkill County
Firefighters Parade; Parade kicks off at 1:30 p.m.
sharp; There will be detours and no parking areas
posted; celebration and awards will be conducted at
Minersville Fire-Rescue, North Street Building.

Other key points ...

This event recognizes the 20th anniversary to the
horrific attacks on our country of September 11, 2001
and commemorated each year as Patriots Day.

Homeowners/businesses along the parade route
are requested to decorate their homes with banners
and bunting. Vendor information will be provided via
social media.

Civic organizations are welcome to participate in
the parade. Registration info is available via social
media.

Info/questions will be available under the
Minersville Fire Department Facebook page as it
develops.

DONALD J. BUTLER

FUNERAL HOME

328 Sunbury Street
Minersville, PA 17954-1240

Comprehensive Funeral Arrangements
with Compassion, Dignity and Respect

570-544-677

Always Available for Pre-Planning
or at Your Immediate Time In Need

Veteran Owned and Operated
www.DonaldJButlerFH.com
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Borough Manager’s State of the Borough

- Continued from Page 1

General has signed off to proceed with the project.
The lowest responsible bidder - Heim Construction -
was awarded the contract.

The project includes installation of five roof
drainpipes, 1,116 square yards of concrete
sidewalk, 2,310 linear feet of concrete curb
restoration, pavement restoration and 53
decorative light poles along the Sunbury
Street corridor between Delaware Avenue
and Third Street.

In tandem with the streetscape
improvements, a “No Match Required”
grant funded by PennDOT will replace
ALL of the ADA ramps on Sunbury Street,
not just the streetscape project area. Heim
Construction will also be doing this project.

The projects are expected to start at the end of
this summer with the streetscape lights installation
expected in the spring next year.

Streets maintenance

The 2021 street maintenance projects have been
completed. The following areas have been milled and
paved curb-to-curb - Parsonage Street from N. Front
St. to N. Delaware Ave.; Carbon Street from N. Front
St. to N. 2nd Street; Water Street from New Castle St.
to Jones St.; Forney Street from N 2nd Street to N.
Front St.; South Street from S. 5th Street to Kauffman

St.; Locust Street to Westwood St.; Short Street from
Berger St. to its dead end; and Quality Street from N.
2nd Street to School Street.

The project was awarded to the lowest respon-

sible bidder, M&J Excavating at a cost of $87,707.
The balance of the Borough’s street budget
is kept in reserve for winter maintenance
costs, including salt, contracted cleanup
for big storms, winter equipment main-

tenance, etc
We will soon be starting a drive
around the Borough to identify and
compile a list of areas for next year’s
paving projects. The list will be reviewed
and sorted with the worst being at the top

of the list.

In communications with PennDOT, state
highway Rt. 901 (Sunbury St) is scheduled for curb-to-
curb milling and paving sometime next year. Needless
to say, I was overjoyed to hear that information. My
only caution is that I've been told that for several
years only to have the project pushed back due to
budget issues with the Commonwealth.

Our Streetscape Project and PennDOT’s piggyback
of new handicapped curb cuts on Sunbury Street
makes me very optimistic that it will not be pushed
back again. But, keeping my fingers crossed.

The Streets Department will continue to address

- Continued on Page 6

Mk Ritsel Feneral Home e
/Vlar[j W S%em;w

“Serving families like family”

570-544-3111

www.mahal-ritzel.com
mark@mabhal-ritzel.com

Robert E. Reedy & Sons, Inc.

Llewellyn
Serving the Community Since 1926

570-544-2076

— Home Heating Oil -
— Kerosene -
— Off-Road Diesel -

At Reedy’s, you're a “warm”
Friend, not a cold number

Check out our Facebook Page
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WE CAN ALL

SUICIDE DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE

Sometimes it’s hard to ask for help...

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline provides 24/7,
free and confidential support for you or your loved ones.
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Borough Manager’s State of the Borough

- Continued from Page 4

potholes. Sealing of cracked street surface areas is
planned as soon as the weather cools down, allowing
the sealant to cure and not be sticky. If you are aware
of a missed pothole, please contact the Borough
Office and a work order will be generated.

Sewer Authority news

The Minersville Sewer Authority is now wrapping
up Phase One of a project on Laurel Street. By the time
this issue of the Journal is published, I expect this
phase to be complete.

The project began at the intersection of St. Francis
Street and finished at the intersection with Miners
Alley. The work cost approximately $486,875 and
involved the installation of approximately 1000 feet
of sanitary sewer and 1000 feet of laterals to residen-
tial properties.

Phase 2 will be started by early August. This phase
will start at the intersection of Miners Alley and end
at the intersection with Sunbury Street. Larger diam-
eter pipes will be replacing the older narrow pipes
found to be unable to handle the current volume of
stormwater. This phase should alleviate the flooding
on South Street often occurring during heavy down-
pours. The project is one of several planned Sewer
Authority projects to comply with state Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP) mandates. The low-
est responsible bidder, Arthur “Pat” Aungst, Inc., was

awarded the contract.

A new generator has been installed at the sewer
plant, replacing one that has served since the con-
struction of the plant in 1973. Failure of the old
generator during a power outage would have been
catastrophic for the Authority, resulting in significant
violation penalties from DEP.

At this point, we are waiting for PPL Electric to

- Continued on Page 8

Attention 5th St. Residents

The Borough will conduct a mail-out survey of
residents living along 5th Street between the intersec-
tion with Pine Street to North Street. All residents will
be required to participate in the survey mailed in July.
The purpose of this survey is to obtain the demo-
graphic status of the residents utilizing the sidewalk
in that area of 5th Street.

The survey will take only a few moments of your
time and is confidential. It is important that residents
receiving the survey complete and return the survey
in a timely manner. If required, the Borough will fol-
low up by performing door-to-door surveys at resi-
dences that failed to respond.

If you have questions or concerns about the sur-

vey or the survey information mailed, please contact
Megan Paul at 570-544-2149.

MMM MATERIALS

SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

HUBDEL-3245

GET YOUR GARDEN AND
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES NOW!

DECORATIVE STONE
ROCK ¢ MULCH ¢ TOPSOIL
CRUSHED STONE

WE HAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA COAL BULK AND
BAGS-PICK UP ONLY! STOP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8to 3

3 Convenient Locations Serving Schuylkill County

ORWIGSBURG POTTSVILLE PINE GROVE
Robert L. Dusel, Jr. Taylor Cicero Lauren Brennan
(PT, MSPT, BS, CMPT) (PT, DPT) (PT, DPT, CMPT)

Facility Director Facility Director

570-968-2131 570-399-5331 570-915-4160
PHYSICAL, OCCUPATIONAL & SPEECH THERAPY

Specializing in Rehabilitation For:
Orthopedic Injuries
Post Surgery Conditions
Balance and Vestibular Problems
Work Injury Rehabilitation
Recovery After an Automobile Accident
and more ...

PhoenixPhysicalTherapy.com
Direct Access Physical Therapy Provider « Accepting All Insurances
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Direct Cremation

1345

Why Choose Us?

Affordable Pricing That's Easy To Understand
There are no hidden charges. By using our innovative online
planning system, you not only save money but also can select
only the options you want. Our Simple Cremation includes
basic services of the Funeral Director and Staff, completion
of all paperwork, removal of the deceased from the place of
death within a 30-mile radius, refrigerated storage up to three
days, transportation to crematory, crematory fee, and OSHA-
approved cremation container. Payment in full required.

Secure, Private, Dignified Cremations
Affordable doesn't mean low quality. We use our own private
crematory. Your loved one will not be transported to a third-
party facility and never leaves our care. We use a 10-step
identification process to ensure the integrity of your loved
one's remains. We maintain consistent standards and follow
the strict guidelines set by the Cremation Association of North
America (CANA) and the PA Dept. of Environmental Protection.
Our technicians are individually trained and certified.

Cremarion Soclety

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY INC.

Simple, Trustworthy, Economical.

25 East Main Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
570-593-8698 « Caitlyn Elizabeth Haus, Supervisor

PREPLAN ONLINE: WWW.SCHUYLKILLCOUNTYCREMATION.COM
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Borough Manager’s State of the Borough

- Continued from Page 6

make connections to get the new generator online and
then take the old generator out of service. You can see
the newly-installed generator as you pass the plant on
the Pottsville/Minersville Highway.

Miscellaneous
As summer makes way for the cooler weather of
fall, I want to mention a few reminders and tidbits:

e Have your heating system checked and chimney
inspected. This can help ensure yourself a warm envi-
ronment in your home; but, more importantly, keep
you and your family safe.

e Test your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms
to ensure they are working in order to alert you when
needed.

e With leaves falling from the trees, be careful
driving in wet weather. Wet leaves create a dangerous
situation in which a vehicle can slide out of control.

e Ensure your vehicle has routine maintenance
done to avoid dead batteries, bald tires, ineffective
windshield wipers, etc. It’s all about your safety and
the safety of others.

Due to the devastating impact Covid has had
on our local businesses, their recovery from losses
will continue to be a daily battle. I am asking all to
PLEASE!!! PLEASE!!! continue to show your support in
any way possible to all our local businesses. As busi-
ness owners, they have invested blood, sweat, tears,
and financial interests in providing great services to
our hometown. When we support our businesses, we
support their workers, who in turn help uplift the
vibrancy of our downtown and surrounding neighbor-
hoods. They are an integral part of our Minersville
family.

In closing, my continued hope is that 2021 will
go down in history as the year that we all united in

defeating the tumultuous calamities that last year
brought. As the first half of 2021 is in the rearview
mirror, I'm filled with a ray of hope which has grown
significantly and has given me a strong belief that we
have turned the corner and are heading in the direc-
tion of normalcy. However, we must all remain vigi-
lant and steadfast in ensuring that we avoid pitfalls
that can deter us - our march to that light at the end
of the tunnel. We must make the commitment and
stand firm as “Battlin Miners” to fight together and
continue to make the remainder of 2021 a healthy,
safe, and prosperous new page in this next chapter of
our existence.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve
all of you and provide you with this update on the
State of OUR Borough. Minersville On The Move!

- Bob Mahalchick, Borough Manager

Down Through History

Local historian, Joe Gayeski, shared newspaper
clippings from the Pottsville Republican-Herald dig-
ging up historic memories from St. Stanislaus Church,
the original factory now home to the Miners Lofts and
Life Geisinger, Miner’s State Bank, and other tidbits.
Enjoy ...

e In May 1919, the Miner’s State Bank opened.
Its officers were George R. Dolbin, president; James
Tobin, vice president; Wm. Reilly, secretary; and
Valentine W. Quigel, cashier.

e In July 1919, the Coombe Garment Factory in
Minersville was purchased by Bob and Baskind. The
factory was enlarged and made the center of all fac-
tories around the district. This factory was destroyed
by fire on May 23, 1929. A new 5-story brick building

was erected and started work in

Necw Talent at Salon Indulgence

March 1930.

eIn August 1919, Phillips-
Jones Manufacturing Company
purchased ground for a factory.
Quandel received the contract for
the erection of the building and
the factory began production in the
early part of the year 1920.

e The new bell, which is to be
placed on the new Polish church,
was christened on Sunday after-
noon (December 19, 1914) by
Father Mason, of Philadelphia.
The bell was beautifully decorated
with flowers and a ribbon. The bell
was named Stanislaus after the
St. Stanislaus Society. After Father
Mason rendered his service, the bell
was tolled by each reverend who
took part in the service. The bell
will be put in the tower this week
and will ring for the first time on
Christmas.
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Minersville Public Library Fundraising Appeal

Programs and Services Continue With Your Help

From a humble beginning almost 90 years ago,
the Minersville Public Library has grown to become
a resource for residents of Minersville and the sur-
rounding area. Along with a great selection of best-
selling books, we offer computer resources for work-
ing on a school project, doing your taxes, looking for
a job, or researching your very own family tree.

There is some-
LIBRARY HOU RS thing for everyone at
SUNDAY ...oocrresersnsrienies Closed | the Library. We hope
MONDAY - Closed | You have experienced
TUESDAY ........12noon-7 pm. | 1€ Options available

to you; but, if not,

WEDNESDAY ....12 noon-5 p.m. please plan to visit us

THURSDAY ........ 12 noon-7 p.m.

soon!
FRIDAY ......coconnes 12 noon-5 p.m. Currently, the
SATURDAVY........... 10a.m.-4p.m. | Library is featur-

ing Storytime for
Children. We also offer community service opportu-
nities for high school seniors looking to fulfill those
obligations.

The Library would like to expand its program
offerings for adults and seniors. We welcome your
suggestions. If there is sufficient interest, we could
offer programs on basic computer skills, beginners
crochet, how to begin your family tree research, writ-
ing a resume, basic self-defense for women, etc.

Fundraisers and Fund Drive make it work

Numerous fundraisers are held throughout the
year to help keep our doors open and expand services
and programming. New this year for Father’s Day was
a chance to win a RadRover5 Fat Tire electric bike.
The event was so successful that we may do it again,
either at Christmas time or next year in the spring.

One of our most successful past fundraisers was
the Famous Purcell Brother’s Bean Soup & Bake Sale.
Always a huge “must enjoy” event, another soup sale
is scheduled for October!

The annual Shop & Drop Christmas Basket Auction
is always popular and will return this year. The Super
Bowl Party Pack, including a big screen TV and gift

NAME:

SEE WHAT’S HAPPENING - 220 S. FOURTH ST.

certificates for local restaurants, will return as well.
Look for more exciting fundraising as we continue to
bounce back from the COVID shut-down that tempo-
rarily closed all county libraries.

Your library can continue to maintain services
and expand programs only through your help. State
funding has not kept up with inflation and the basic
cost of operations. Our annual expenses are approxi-
mately $72,800. We receive $26,017 from the state
and local governments. Only through our annual
Fund Drive appeal can the Minersville Public Library
continue operations.

We are asking for your tax-deductible dona-
tion and on-going support to continue to meet the
needs of our community. Please consider a donation
in whatever amount you can afford. Donations in
memory of a loved one are also welcome at any time.
If making a donation in someone’s memory, please
include the name of the person being memorialized,
a family member to be notified if you so choose, and
your name and address.

Complete and clip the donation form printed here
and mail to the Minersville Public Library, 220 S. 4th
St., Minersville, PA 17954. A pre-addressed envelope
has been inserted with this newsletter.

Follow us on Facebook for all the latest library
news and fundraising opportunities!

2021 FUND DRIVE | MINERSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ADDRESS:

Thank You

For Your

CITY:

810

STATE: ZIP:

815 T80 TS

What programs (for children, teens, adults, and seniors) would you like to see at the Library?

- Please complete and mail with supplied envelope -

|
|
|
Support :
|
|
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Minersville Halloween Events Back on Tap

Haunted House, Parade, and Trick-or-Treat Return

This year’s Halloween events in Minersville
Borough will kick off on Saturday and Sunday, Oct.
23-24. The community Haunted House will operate
both nights with lots of scares and screams from 7
to 9 p.m.

The Borough’s Halloween Parade will be held on
Sunday, Oct. 24, stepping off at 6:30 p.m. Festivities
will conclude a week later on Sunday, Oct. 31 with the
Borough’s annual trick-or-treat night from 6 to 8 p.m.

Here’s more on the Haunted House

The Carbon Street Scream Team, in cooperation
with the Recreation Committee, will feature two
nights of “The Fun House” - this year’s version of the
Borough’s annual community Haunted House.

Held rain or shine, $3 general admission tickets
will be available at the door both nights. Reserved
tickets can be purchased for $5 - reduced from $6 in
2019 - enabling patrons to set a specific entry time
and avoid waiting in line.

Ticket sales will begin on or about October 1.
Those interested can call or visit the Borough Office
to reserve a timed-ticket sold in time slots of 15-min-
ute intervals each night beginning at 7 p.m. through
9 p.m. Call early to purchase these limited-availability
tickets.

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble
Our 32nd Year — 2021-2022 Season

CONCERT SEASON
All concerts at Jerusalem Lutheran Church
252 Dock St., Schuylkill Haven at 3 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 3—  Works for Piano and Strings

Sunday, Nov. 7—  Works for Strings, Guitar and Castanets
Guest Artist: Guitarist Rusty Banks

Sunday, Feb. 27— Works for Piano Quintet

Sunday, April 3— Works for Chamber Orchestra
Including the famous Four Seasons

Gabriel Youth Orchestra — 12th Year
Concerts at D.H.H. Lengel Auditorium (Pottsville Area Middle School)
Holiday Concert — Sun., Dec. 19 ¢ Spring Concert — Sun., April 24

For more information, visit www.gabrielensemble.org;
email gce(@gabrielensemble.org; or call 570-943-2558

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble Gabriel Youth Orchestra

Much-anticipated Halloween Parade

Minersville’s Halloween Parade will step off on
Sunday, Oct. 24 promptly at 6:30 p.m. In the event of
inclement weather, the parade could be postponed to
Saturday, Oct. 30 at the same time.

Citizens wishing to create and enter a holiday
float in the Halloween Parade should submit their
entry form - available on the Borough’'s website at
www.minersvilleonline.com or by calling 570-544-
2149 - to the Borough Office.

Advanced registration is a MUST to participate.

The parade route will depart from the visitor’s
parking lot of the football stadium at 6:30 p.m.
Marchers and vehicles will procede south onto 4th
Street, left onto North Street, then right onto North
Delaware Avenue (past the Haunted House). Paraders
will continue right onto Sunbury Street, right again
on 5th Street, then right onto North Street and con-
cluding at 4th Street.

At the conclusion of the parade, the Borough -
with the support of generous community businesses
and organizations - will provide hot dogs and drinks
to all costumed participants of the Halloween Parade.

Note: This event is provided for the benefit of
our costumed youth who have participated in the
Halloween Parade.

Trick-or-Treat

This year, Minersville Borough’s Trick-or-Treat
will be held on Halloween - Sunday, Oct. 31 from 6
to 8 p.m. In the event of inclement weather, Trick-or-
Treat may be postponed to Monday, Nov. 1 between
the same hours.

Gracious hosts should indicate their generosity
by using their porch lights or other inviting gestures.
Parents and chaperones are asked to be diligent with
young children when crossing streets and making
them aware of vehicular traffic. Flashlights and reflec-
tive clothing are encouraged.

Changes and updated information will be pub-
lished in the next issue of Miners’ Journal scheduled
for delivery in late October.

2 LOCATIONS |
SERVING YOU

323 Dock Street |
Schuylkill Haven 1

570-593-8166 !

Hrs: M-T-W & Sat.-7to2 |
Thurs. & Fri.—7to4

p 2083;N. Penn Pike j

of ite #5

f (7 /ﬂ /‘ (4 [/ '0S Ané‘.ﬁeis, PA !
?{B/muy Tahle Com/mny 570 386_2005 1

W-7-1;Th &F-7 to 5; Sat -9-1

Callfor alternate pick-up times
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570-622-5933 570-628-3234
WFJlaw.net PennNationalAbstract.com

Schuylkill County’s Oldest and Largest
Full Service Law Firm & Title Insurance Company

10 Westwood Road « Pottsville, PA 17901
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Reminders From Our Code Official

New ordinance regulates outside burning

Ordinance 336 - Regulates outside burning with-
in the Borough; setting time limits, types of materials
to be burned, and conditions under which burning
will be permitted.

Burn Container(s) - Only manufactured fire pits,
chimineas or fireplace kits with an Underwriters
Laboratory label will be permissible. All burn con-
tainers must contain sides and cover as defined
herein. All burn containers must be installed and
used in accordance with the manufacturer installation
instructions. Burn containers shall not be allowed to
deteriorate to the point where they contain holes or
missing surface on the structure. No homemade fire
pits, outdoor fireplaces, incinerators, chimineas and
other types of burning pits will be allowed within the
Borough of Minersville.

Exception: Portable outdoor grills, fired by pro-
pane or charcoal, and designed for food preparation,
are excluded from the provisions of this ordinance.

Burn Container Cover - a metal screen with spac-
es not more than one-half (1/2) square inch, or other
comparable material, that covers the entire open area
above the burn container opening. Such screen shall
be maintained in good order as to prevent large par-
ticles from escaping the burn container during opera-
tion. The cover shall not be allowed to deteriorate to
any point whereby it loses its maximum efficiency.

Burnable Materials - only seasoned firewood or
the material permitted in the Burn Container manu-
facturer’s instructions manual will be permitted to be
burned in the burn container.

Burning, in compliance with this Ordinance, shall
be permitted only between the hours of 8 am. to
12 midnight. Under no conditions shall burning, as
defined herein, be permitted between the hours of
12 midnight to 8 a.m. Fires in burn containers must
be fully extinguished and not be allowed to burn or
smolder after 12 midnight. Any fires burning after
12 midnight shall be in violation of this Ordinance,
and all those persons or corporations causing such
fires shall be prosecuted under the guidelines of this
Ordinance.

The use of gasoline or other accelerants cannot
not be used to start fires in burn containers.

All burn containers must be kept ten (10) feet
from any combustible structure. No burning contain-
er shall be used within five (5) feet of any property
line or public sidewalk area. No burning container can
be used for any other purpose.

More information regarding this ordinance is
available on our website at www.minersvilleonline.
com.

Ash collection
Please note our Curbside Service Ordinance in
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Reminders From Our Code Official

the Borough will participate with Schuylkill County
during its Fall Clean-up to allow these items to be
taken for recycling.

No Ifs, Ands, or ... Butts!

regard to Ash Collection within the Borough. This
section states: All ashes created, accumulated or
produced shall be deposited in one-bushel (15 gal-
lon) steel tubs. Any steel tubs in excess of one bushel
(15 gallons) must only have one bushel full of ashes
in each container. All ash containers must be free of
holes or rust. Any steel tubs in poor condition will not
be collected.

Electronics are not considered normal trash

As of 2013, landfills and other solid waste dispos-
al facilities in Pennsylvania are not allowed to accept
covered devices or their components. These devices
must be recycled.

Prior to then, DEP regulations did not prohibit
households from setting electronic devices with
regular household trash. When the disposal ban went
into effect, desktop and laptop computers, computer
monitors, computer peripherals and televisions were
required to be recycled responsibly.

DEP urges you to do your part for the environ-
ment by recycling, or reusing as many of your elec-
tronic devices as possible, in order to limit the num-
ber of those items and their hazardous components
from entering the environment through landfills and
other disposal activities.

These items are banned from placement for
curbside sanitation collection or dropped at our N.
Delaware Avenue compost/recycling site. If available,

Your choice to smoke cigarettes is your own.
Tossing that cigarette butt on public or private prop-
erty - whether walk-
ing along a sidewalk
or from the window
of your vehicle -
shows a disregard
of society ... is con-
sidered littering ...
could spark a grass
fire, or worse, dur-
ing dry and/or
windy conditions ...
and can cause prob-
lematic outcomes
for our storm drain-
age system and,
ultimately, to our natural waterways.

Be a concerned conservator for the world in
which we live. Extinguish your cigarette butt, stow it
responsibly; take it home or dispose of it in a proper
container.

Schuylkill Dental Medicine
Michael R. Kudryk

From New York City to Minersville, PA

Dr. Kudryk brings 23 years

of experience to the area. His
care, skill, judgement and trust
are reasons to come see him.
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appointment!
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insurances
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Michael R. Kudryk, DMD
42 E. Sunbury Street
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Df; Like us on
Facebook

Ph: 570.544.4785 « www.schuylkilldental.com

THE GO TO COMPANY
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Minersville Area Historical Society

Preserving a 207-Year-Old Union Cemetery

The Union Cemetery, originally called the
Minersville Cemetery, began as a tract of land donat-
ed by Thomas Reed who first settled in Minersville in
1793. The cemetery is located on Fifth Street behind
the current Saint Michael’s church (adjacent to St.
Vincent de Paul’s cemetery).

Thomas Reed died in 1814 and was the first
inhabitant buried in this cemetery. In 1844 a deed
was recorded to hold the land in “trust” for the use of
burial plots of inhabitants of Minersville.

Fast forward to 2006 when Minersville celebrated
its 175th “birthday.” We acknowledged that there
was history to be found in old documents and pho-
tographs. Research began and many people were
involved in starting a historical group in town.

MAHS now has a place of its own, at the History
House at Third and South Streets, where we collect,
identify, store, and maintain historical documents
and artifacts. The society has taken on the role of
“conservatorship” of the Union Cemetery.

In 2019, Minersville Area Historical Society con-
tracted with a local cemetery conservationist, Eric
Bella, to undertake the monumental task of conserving
the Captain George Lawrence Monument - inscribed
on the monument “ERECTED by the Members of
Company A. 129th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers
to the memory of their beloved Captain George
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NOW - CAPT. LAWRENCE MONUMENT - BEFORE

J. Lawrence who died at the Georgetown College
Hospital, January 4th, 1863 from wounds received at
the battle of Fredericksburg, Virginia, December 13,
1862.”

The grand monument, that once stood with glory
and valor, fell into disrepair over the last several
decades. The retaining wall toppled. The once majes-
tic eagle that adorned the top of the monument broke
off and fell to the ground. The pure white marble
monument was now green and black from mildew.

Going beyond conservation of the Captain George
Lawrence monument, the Historical Society took on
several other goals for 2021 and beyond for the Union
Cemetery. Over the winter months, Mr. Bella had tire-
lessly researched all the Civil War soldiers buried in
the Union Cemetery. In combination with research
previously done by the late Deborah Nouzovsky, Eric
was able to submit applications for new replacement

FRESHNESS, QUALITY, SERVICE,
BGYy e W ricet
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Rt. 443 Pine Grove - 570-345-0464

(Across from Pine Grove Schools)
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Minersville Area Historical Society

veteran markers for nearly all the buried Civil War
soldiers in the Union Cemetery.

During the summer of 2021, the weathered illeg-
ible marble government markers will be replaced with
new white granite government markers, honoring
those soldiers who served our country.

To name a few of the notable soldiers buried in
the Union Cemetery are Captain Horace Bennett, three
Sergeants, three Corporals, Surgeon William Helwig,
and many more in this small but significant cemetery.
Charles Jenkins, who was killed on the first day of
Pickett’s Charge during the Battle of Gettysburg, is
among those as well.

Minersville Area Historical Society’s first goal
is to complete the conservation of the Lawrence
Monument, then install the replacement Civil War
government markers. Once the veterans’ graves are
completed, Eric will move forward with the repairs
necessary for any fallen, broken, and unstable head-
stones throughout the cemetery.

There are several trees that Mr. Bella will be cut-
ting down this year that are endangering headstones.
This should alleviate any future damages to the mon-
uments themselves.

The Historical Society will seek funding for a fence
around the cemetery and provide consistent care and
maintenance for the cemetery. The Society would like
to preserve this cemetery for the future, honor those
who are buried there, and those who served in our

LEFT - This simple footstone, marked only as
M.W., will be replaced with the proper govern-
ment issue headstone of Moses Weiser - RIGHT

country’s military.

This cemetery should not fall to the wayside
and be a blight on Minersville area’s history. We are
always looking for resources to restore the cemetery.
Financial donations along with volunteer assistance
by individuals and organizations are necessary to
maintain the cemetery.

Honor, Respect, Remember. We cannot and will
not forget those who walked before us!

- Submitted by Eric Bella and M. Irvil Kear
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