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The earliest known account of schoolboy football 
at Minersville dates back to 1894. It was then that our 
fledgling mining town played the boys 
from the county seat in Pottsville, los-
ing, 42 to 0.

At the turn of the 20th century, football was still 
a relatively new sport to local schools, starting and 
sputtering at many places, including Minersville. High 
school athletics were not organized, or followed, with 
the same intensity as they are today. Due to the lack 
of interest or reporting, there are only two known 
football games played by Minersville in the 1890s, 
both losses to Pottsville in 1894 and again in 1896.

In 1901, Minersville played a six-game schedule, 
two against Pottsville High and the rest against club 
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teams including the Busy Boys and the Garfield Street 
Juniors, both of Pottsville. Early scholastic foot-

ball was unregulated. Schools played 
other schools, but also regularly played 
against club or company teams. They 

would play fellow teens and grown men alike. Schools 
were frequently accused of recruiting ringers, adults, 
or non-students to help win a tough game.

Football was an irregular sport at Minersville until 
1910. Since then, we’ve fielded a team continuously. 
These early teams had no field and no coach. Games 
were played at “The Foot,” an open field along the 
West Branch of the Schuylkill River towards Duncott 
near Trail Towing today. By 1914, games were played 

With a new year upon us, I want to wish you all 
a healthy, safe, and prosperous 2023. Following is an 
update on Borough happenings.

Streetscape Project
The goal line for the completion of the “No-Match” 

Multi Modal Streetscape Grant 
Project on Sunbury Street, from 
Delaware Avenue to 4th Street, is 
within sight. Without any unex-
pected or unforeseen delays, 
completion is anticipated this 
spring. The total grant funding 
received (and NO expenditure 
layout by our taxpayers) for the 
project is $1,581,236.

• The final phase of the side-
walk replacement portion – Third 
Street to Fourth Street block – 
has been completed. Installation 

of streetscape decorative lighting is nearing comple-
tion. 

• Installation of the decorative streetscape light-
ing was slated to start the first week of October. 
Unfortunately, the supply chain problems brought on 
by COVID, has resulted in a new tentative completion 
date of early to mid-spring.

First of a 4-Part Series Traces Minersville High School Football

Wild Events Led to 1921 Sch. County Championship

– Continued on Page 2

Streets maintenance
The Streets Department will continue to address 

potholes. If you are aware of a missed pothole, please 
contact the Borough Office and a work order will be 
generated. In addition, we are evaluating and ranking 
roads for this year’s paving projects.

With the winter months still with us, we remind 
you to follow all snow-related ordinances and show 
courtesy to our street staff and your neighbors during 
snow events.

Sewer Authority news
The Sewer and Water Authority’s joint project 

Borough Manager’s State of the Borough

Supply Chain Delays Slow Sunbury St. Completion

Bob Mahalchick
Borough Manager

– Continued on Page 4

– By Shayne Schafer –
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State of the Borough
– Continued from Page 1

on Pine and Jones streets has been 
completed. The project consisted 
of the replace- ment of existing 
storm, sanitary and water lines 
on Pine Street, between 3rd and 
4th streets, along with full width 
restoration of the street.

Miscellaneous
 With the winter season still upon us, I want to 

again mention a few safety reminders and tidbits:
• Have your heating system checked and chimney 

inspected to ensure yourself a warm environment in 
your home; but, more importantly, to keep you and 
your family safe.

• Test your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 
to ensure that they operate.

• Ensure your vehicle has routine maintenance 
done to avoid dead batteries, bald tires, ineffective 
windshield wipers, etc. It’s all about your safety and 
others.

In closing, I want to kindly ask you all to team up 
with our Council, Mayor, myself, and our employees 
to tap the vast potential our hometown possesses. 
Together, we will aggressively pursue opportunities 
to improve the quality of life for all our residents, 
making Minersville the best it can be. 

Minersville On The Move!

2023 OFFICIAL HOLIDAY HOURS
Minersville Borough offices will be closed in 2023 

in observance of the stated holidays – Presidents 
Day, Feb. 20; Good Friday (half day, close at 11 a.m.), 
April 7; Memorial Day, May 29; Independence Day, 
July 4; Labor Day, Sept. 4; Columbus Day, Oct. 9; 
Veterans Day, Nov. 10 (observed); Thanksgiving and 
day after, Nov. 23 and 24; Christmas, Dec. 22 (half 
day, close at 11 a.m.) and Dec. 25; New Year’s, Dec. 
29 (half day, close at 11 a.m.), Jan. 1, 2023.

2023 BOROUGH officials
2 East Sunbury Street

Minersville, PA 17954 • Ph: 570-544-2149
Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Fri., 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

www.minersvillepa.gov
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President of Council������������������������������������������ Ian Mahal
Borough Manager��������������������������������� Bobby Mahalchick
Secretary���������������������������������������������������������� Gloria Capik
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Tax Receiver����������������������������������������������������Heidi Hashin
Solicitor������������������������������������������������������������Albert Evans
Borough Engineer��������������������� Entech Engineering, Inc.
Fire Chief���������������������������������������������������� Eric Eichenberg
Code Enforcement������������������������������������������ Kyle Crouse
Health Officer�������������������������������������������������� Kyle Crouse
Emergency Mgmt. Coord.������������������������ Eric Eichenberg

COUNCIL
Mike Firestine • Jamie S. Kuehn

M. Ian Mahal • Katielynn Milbrandt • Terry Raffety
Ashley Securda • Joseph Slovick

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Michael Combs, Chief

Craig Barket • Matthew Bartal • Jeffrey Bowers
Kyle Crouse • Tyler Dissinger • Joseph Ferrarro

Brian Gossert • Joseph Kavanaugh
Michael Layton-Herron • Ryan Murphy

Ethan Powell • Justin Ruhl • Timothy Walsh
Eric Wilson • Andrew Weaver
Leigh Ann Cielinski, Secretary

STREET DEPARTMENT
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Raymond Sukeena, Supervisor
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Melanie Spittler, Manager / Plant Operator
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Michael Mennig, Jr. • Donald Troutman, Jr.

BOROUGH OFFICE
Megan Paul, Office Manager
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Minersville Borough Council meets the First and 
Second Tuesday of each month beginning at 7 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers, Water Authority Building 
on North Delaware Avenue. Both meetings are open 
to the public. A Work Session takes place on the First 
Tuesday. The Business Meeting is then held on the 
Second Tuesday.

570-544-5111
www.mahal-ritzel.com

mark@mahal-ritzel.com

“Serving families like family”

Mark J. Mahal Supervisor

Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home Inc.
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Pottsville
10 Westwood Rd

Pottsville, PA 17901

Orwigsburg
205 W Market Street

Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Ravine
Route 125

Ravine, PA 17966

Hegins
905 E Main & Park Lane

Hegins, PA 17938
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History of Minersville High School Football

at Minersville Athletic Association Park, the same 
field the Pottsville Maroons played on, and the cur-
rent site of Kings Village. 

Until the mid-1910s most teams had no coach, 
but rather a player-manager, a fellow student who 
organized the team and scheduled the games. Our 
earliest-known coaches were George Prosser (1915), 
Joel Wheelock (1916), and Thomas Brennan (1917). 

Notably, Joel 
Wheelock was a for-
mer Carlisle Indian 
and teammate of Jim 
Thorpe. Wheelock 
was in the area play-
ing semi-pro football 
and was contracted 
by the school to pre-
pare Minersville for 
their Thanksgiving 
Day game against 
bitter rival, Pottsville. 
Wheelock’s instruc-
tion was success-
ful; Minersville beat 
Pottsville for the 
first time ever to the 
tune of 31-0.

Another notable team from this era was the 1914 

– Continued from Page 1 squad – led by captain Algert Alexis and fueled by 
the play of future Penn athlete, Herman Harvey. The 
Miners racked up 304 points to their opponents’ 54 
and went 6-and-2 on the season. This team gained 
impressive wins over Tamaqua (22-0), Hazleton (20-
6), and Ashland, (130-0). While not decided on the 
field, Minersville crowned themselves county champi-
ons for their efforts.

Herman Harvey was an early standout for 
Minersville. In 1915, his 
junior year, he set the school 
single-game scoring record 
with nine touchdowns in an 
83-0 win over Orwigsburg. 
Harvey was a 3-year start-
er and a prolific scorer in 
a time when football was 
known for many low-scor-
ing affairs. Harvey scored 
44 touchdowns and 278 
points in three seasons. He 
went on to play football and 
baseball at Penn University 
and was captain of the base-
ball team for a short stint in 
his senior year.

In the early days of high 
school football, champion-
ships weren’t always decided on the field. As remem-
bered in 1914, Minersville crowned themselves cham-
pions based on the strength of their schedule and 
wins. If no other schools challenged that claim to the 
title, it was decided that way.

Disputed claim settled on field
In 1921, Minersville played and won their first 

county championship on the field. Helmed by first-
year coach James Davis, Minersville finished the sea-
son 6-and-2. Minersville laid claim to the county title 
with strong wins against Tamaqua (6-0), Pottstown 
(8-6), and Coaldale (35-0). They didn’t lose a game to a 
county opponent and their two losses were from two 
strong Northumberland County programs – Mount 
Carmel and Sunbury.

Shenandoah challenged Minersville’s claim to 

At Reedy’s, you’re a “warm”
Friend, not a cold number

Llewellyn
Robert E. Reedy & Sons, Inc.
Serving the Community Since 1926

570-544-2076
– Home Heating Oil –

– Kerosene –
– Off-Road Diesel –

Check out our Facebook Page

online store: thecakepros.shopsettings.com

$5 OFF a $30 Order with this AD

323 Dock Street
Schuylkill Haven
570-593-8166

216 N Rt. 183
Schuylkill Haven
570-739-7037

&
Blessing Table Companies

“The Comeback”
Yearbook comic commemorated

the win over Pottsville.

Captain 
“Heinie” Harvey

– Continued on Page 6
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Simple, Easy, Affordable
Direct Cremation

$1,345

PREPLAN ONLINE: WWW.SCHUYLKILLCOUNTYCREMATION.COM

Affordable Pricing That’s Easy To Understand
There are no hidden charges. By using our innovative online 
planning system, you not only save money but also can select 
only the options you want. Our Simple Cremation includes 
basic services of the Funeral Director and Staff, completion 
of all paperwork, removal of the deceased from the place of 
death within a 30-mile radius, refrigerated storage up to three 
days, transportation to crematory, crematory fee, and OSHA-
approved cremation container. Payment in full required.

Why Choose Us?
Secure, Private, Dignified Cremations

Affordable doesn’t mean low quality. We use our own private 
crematory. Your loved one will not be transported to a third-
party facility and never leaves our care.  We use a 10-step 
identification process to ensure the integrity of your loved 
one’s remains. We maintain consistent standards and follow 
the strict guidelines set by the Cremation Association of North 
America (CANA) and the PA Dept. of Environmental Protection. 
Our technicians are individually trained and certified.

Cremation Society
OF

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, INC.
Simple, Trustworthy, Economical.

25 East Main Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
570-593-8698 • Rebecca Deatrich Devlin, Supervisor 
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rained all morning. Symbal’s complaint of rain back-
fired; the field was now in worse shape than it ever 
was for a game. The field had turned entirely to mud.

Minersville scored on their first possession in the 
first and third quarters. Most of the game was a posi-
tional battle with teams trading punts. Minersville out-
lasted Shenandoah! Two hundred and fifty fans were 
witness to the Miners’ first County Championship 
won on the field. The team, students, and their fans 
assembled at the high school to celebrate the victory.

This wasn’t the end of the story though, Symbal 
decided to challenge the results. The coach claimed 
both of Minersville’s touchdowns were illegal and that 
his squad was treated unfairly by the officials. Symbal 
requested a new game at a neutral site.

Minersville responded in the newspaper that 
Symbal agreed to play at Minersville and that any 
complaints were in vain. Both touchdowns were 
deemed legal by the officials, they stated, “This is a 
poor alibi of Coach Symbal and it makes Shenandoah 
look as if they were poor losers.” 

They conclude the defense of their title by saying, 
“Does this look as if Shenandoah should have another 
chance? We feel sure that M.H.S. will keep her title 
which was fairly won Saturday, November 26, 1921.”

– Continued from Page 4
the title. Sporting a 5-3 record, Shenandoah had 
strong wins against Tamaqua, Mahanoy City, and 
Lansford. They similarly lost to Mount 
Carmel and Sunbury, plus a loss to 
Bloomsburg State Normal School, now 
known as Bloomsburg University.

It was decided the Scholastic 
County Championship would be 
played on Thanksgiving Day at M. 
A. A. Park. Both schools were confi-
dent they’d leave with the champion-
ship. Captain Melvin Jenkins told the 
Pottsville Daily Republican he believed 
his squad could down Shenandoah, 
while Shenandoah’s coach Al Symbal 
didn’t worry about Minersville having 
the home-field advantage, claiming 
his boys would beat the Miners by 
three scores.

It rained the day of the game and 
Symbal telephoned Minersville to tell 
them he refused to play in the inclem-
ent weather. The Daily Republican 
commented that the field was in fine shape to play 
ball and reported the field had been in much worse 
shape with games played. Multiple calls were made in 
vain and many holiday plans were ruined.

The game was rescheduled for Saturday and it 

Donald J. Butler
Funeral Home

328 Sunbury Street
Minersville, PA 17954-1240

Always Available for Pre-Planning
or at Your Immediate Time In Need

Comprehensive Funeral Arrangements
with Compassion, Dignity and Respect

Veteran Owned and Operated
www.DonaldJButlerFH.com

570-544-6775

History of Minersville High School Football

Freshness, Quality, Service

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464
(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099

WIC & Access
Card Welcome

Money Orders 79¢

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
 SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

1921 Minersville High School Football Squad - County Champs
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Ian Mahal Named to the PA Sports Hall of Fame

Minersville Borough Council 
President, Ian Mahal, was inducted 
into the Allen-Rogowicz Chapter of 
the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame 
in October of this past year. The 
honor marks Mahal’s soccer career, 
playing for Minersville Area High 
School, through the 2022 season.

Mahal began playing soccer at 
the age of five under the guidance of 
his father, Mark, and enjoyed a suc-
cessful high school and travel soccer 
career.

Mahal ended his tenure at 
Minersville Area High School with 
101 goals and 54 assists. He ranks 
in the top 30 in all-time points. He 
was named to the Schuylkill League 
Division II first team all four years, 
was a three-time Republican Herald 
first-team selection and a second-
team selection his freshman season. 
In his senior season, he was a PA 
Soccer Coaches Association All-State selection and 
Republican Herald Co-Player of the Year.

Mahal also played travel ball for four years with 
the Schuylkill County Predators and was a team cap-

tain. Following high school, he played 
a season for Penn State Schuylkill 
before halting play to focus on aca-
demics.

From 2005-10, Mahal was an assis-
tant girls’ soccer coach at Minersville 
Area, helping the Miners win several 
Schuylkill League Division II titles and 
three District 11 championships.

In addition to coaching soc-
cer, Mahal worked at the Schuylkill 
County Probation Office, PA House of 
Representatives, and PA Department 
of Agriculture. He serves as the coun-
cil president of Minersville Borough 
and the secretary-treasurer for the 
Schuylkill Land Bank, where he has 
focused on revitalization and blight 
initiatives. He also serves as a board 
member on the Schuylkill County 
Transportation Authority and teaches 
political science as an adjunct profes-
sor at Penn State Schuylkill.

Mahal holds a B.S. in criminal justice from Penn 
State University and a Masters degree in public 
administration from West Chester University. His  sis-
ter, Holly, is a previous Allen-Rogowicz inductee.

IMG is excited to introduce 
       
      

Who Will See Patients in Our Expanding Minersville Office
232 Sunbury Street  •  Minersville, PA  17954

570-544-4590
Call for an Appointment Today!  Visit Our Website – imgpc.com

82 Tunnel Road • Pottsville, PA  17901 • 570-622-5455

Board Certified Family Practice
Francis Mohan, MD

Board Certified Internal Medicine
Robert Thurick, DO

Certified Physician Assistant
Christine Hunyara, PA-C

Cynthia Lubinsky, DO
Board Certified Family Physician

WE WELCOME NEW PATIENTS
Cynthia Lubinsky, DO

Christine Hunyara, PA-C
Medicare and most commercial insurances accepted

NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

232 Sunbury Street  •  Minersville, PA  17954

Office Hours – Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Call us today at 570-544-4590

101 Goals Playing for Minersville Area High Soccer
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Street sweeping resumes in early spring

Weekly street sweeping has halted for the win-
ter months but will start up again as spring arrives. 
Residents and property owners will be notified 
through the Borough web and Facebook pages. 

Check the permanently posted sign on your street 
for day and time. All vehicles must be moved to 
enable efficient and effective cleaning of the streets. 

Questions? Contact the Borough Office at 570-
544-2149, during normal business hours, Monday 
through Thursday 8 a.m. to 4: 30 p.m. and Friday 8 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Trash, recycling and yardwaste
The N. Delaware Ave. complex is available for 

disposal of compostable (vegetative) yardwaste only. 
Recycling drop-off is no longer available. Access is 
strictly for residential properties by using a Borough-
issued card to activate the gate. Facility hours are 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily during winter months and 7 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. spring through fall.  

This complex is under 24/7 high-definition video 
surveillance. Ashes and salt located at the site are for 
Borough use only. Anyone caught dumping; vandal-
izing; trespassing and/or stealing within the complex 
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

Recyclable items are now strictly by curbside 
pick-up as a means of disposal. A limited number 
of blue bins are available at the Borough Office (one 

per household). If you need more than one, you can 
use any plastic container; but, it must have holes for 
water drainage and be 25 gallons or less (a laundry 
basket works best).

The entire Borough – both North Side and South 
Side, denoted by Sunbury Street – receives sanitation 
services every Tuesday. All waste should be placed 
curbside between 6 p.m. and midnight the night 
before pick-up. Garbage containers must be removed 
from the sidewalk area after sanitation collection is 
completed. 

The collector will pick up a limit of five 30-gallon 
bags – each not exceeding 40 lbs. for a maximum 200 
lbs. per location. All containers must be secured and 
bags properly tied.

One large item is allowed per week along with 
your trash. Any mattress placed curbside for pickup 
must be wrapped in plastic. No appliances (washers, 
refrigerator, stove, sinks, etc.) or Freon-bearing appli-
ances will be collected.  

Recyclable materials must not be placed in the 
trash. Violators may be prosecuted as per Borough 
ordinance.

Approved recyclables will be collected curbside 
per the following schedule – North Side on the first 
and third Wednesday each month; South Side on the 
second and fourth Wednesday each month. There is 
no collection when there is a fifth Wednesday.

Compost “do’s/don’ts” and Recycling guidelines 

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble

Both concerts at Jerusalem Lutheran Church
252 Dock St., Schuylkill Haven at 3 p.m.

For more information, visit www.gabrielensemble.org; 
email gce@gabrielensemble.org; or call 570-943-2558

        Gabriel Chamber Ensemble             Gabriel Youth Orchestra

Final 2 Concerts of our 33rd Season
Sunday, Feb. 26 – Beethoven String Quartet
                                  & Mozart Piano Concerto

 Sunday, April 2  – Brahms Sonatas
                                   & Elgar Piano Quintet

Adult – $22  • Sr. Citizens – $17
Free for All Students

Newsletter Particulars
“Miners’ Journal” is a quarterly newsletter of the 

Borough of Minersville distributed to 2,500 house-
holds within the borough.

Newsletter articles are compiled by Council-
man Jamie Kuehn. This newsletter is designed and 
printed by South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing 
960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.net
Publication dates for the next three issues are:

May 4, August 3, and October 19, 2023

News Submittals
Nonprofit and community organizations within 

the borough are invited to submit news items for 
consideration. Written submittals must be received 
at the borough office three weeks prior to the publi-
cation date. Simply E-mail info to minersnewsletter 
@hotmail.com or call 570-544-2149.

Advertising
Businesses wishing to reach every household 

in the Borough of Minersville are invited to adver-
tise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill Print-
ing & Publishing for more information. Call Barb @ 
570-385-3120. All advertisements must be received 
at least three weeks prior to the publication dates. 
Ad content is subject to approval and acceptance 
by the Borough of Minersville.
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– Continued on Page 10

Kramer’s solid Rock DBA

Mulch, SOil,
Decorative  and quarry STone

T B
 Landscaping

Supply

1770 Long Run Road
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

570-739-4770
www.TBLSupply.com

Best Discount Prices on
Landscaping Rock, Mulch, and Installation

Services in Schuylkill County

Call us about Quantity Discounts

Landscaping Services

Call for hours

Trimming and pruning
Planting
Mowing

Mulching

Mulches  •  Soils  •  Decorative Stone
Driveway and Drainage Stone  •  Plants

Sand  •  Certified Playground Mulch
Fieldstone and Wall Stone  •  Straw

Weed Barrier  •  Load Handler Products

Installations
Hard Scaping
Snow Removal

Spraying

We’ve Got Your Materials

$3 OFF $25 purchase
or morE

With this ad – Expires 12/31/23

–

Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
are shown on Pages 15 and 16, respectively, of this 
newsletter.

Additional information for both recycling and 
compost regulations can be found on the Borough 
website – minersvillepa.gov – by selecting the “ser-
vices” tab. 

Help available for heating costs
Residents struggling to pay home heating bills can  

apply for assistance from the Low-Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) now. This program 
runs until April 28, 2023. 

The federally-funded LIHEAP program helps indi-
viduals and families pay their heating 
bills through home heating en-
ergy assistance cash grants 
sent directly to your fuel/
utility provider. The pro-
gram includes crisis grants 
should there be an emergency or if a resident is in 
danger of losing his or her heat due to broken equip-
ment, lack of fuel, or termination of utility service.

The income limit for an individual is $20,385; for a 
couple, the limit is $27,465; and for a family of four, it 
is $41,625. The grant award amounts vary from $300 
to $1,000 depending upon income, fuel source, and 
household size.  

Residents may apply for LIHEAP online or by con-
tacting your County Assistance Office.

Snow play can be fun, but dangerous
While children enjoy playing in the snow, it 

becomes dangerous when playing on snow piles along 
the streets. Hours and even days after a snowfall, 
Borough plows continue to widen traffic lanes and 
clear parking areas.

Parents, please caution your children not to play 
near streets or other vehicular areas. Plow operators 
may not be able to see them burrowing or sliding in 
the snow.

What to do in an emergency?
In any emergency, call 9-1-1. This will connect 

you to the Schuylkill County Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC) with 
trained staff and cut-
ting edge communica-
tions to dispatch the 
necessary medical, 
fire or police services 
quickly and efficiently.

If there is a non-
emergency need to 
contact the Minersville Police Department, call 570-
544-2333 or the office at 570-544-6212.

During and after a snowfall
Snow and ice bring countless problems for all of 

Emergency
Dial911
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!

us. Getting our roads open after a heavy snowfall is 
a difficult job and our Street Crew employees put in 
long hours to clear the roads and ensure our safety. 
Next time it snows and you see the snowplow com-
ing down the street, wave at them … with all of your 
fingers … and say thanks.

After a snowfall, shovel your sidewalk. Borough 
Ordinance 317 requires snow and ice to be cleared 
from the sidewalk within 12 hours after a snowfall.

In addition, the ordinance prohibits depositing 
the snow into the street. This can create hazardous 
conditions and slows the process of clearing the 
streets in other areas. 

No reserved parking
We all know the frustration of having to spend 

hours shoveling snow 
from our vehicle in 
order to get to work. 
That frustration sky-
rockets upon return 
home to find some-
one has taken that 
cleared parking 
space. Unfortunately, 
the street is open to 
the public and residents cannot reserve the space 
once cleared.

Fire safety is important all year
As a reminder to residents, the community fire 

alarm will be tested each month and will sound at 
precisely 6:30 p.m. on the first Monday.

Fire Prevention Week is observed during October 
each year, but personal safety is something to be 
practiced throughout the year. To be fire-safe, resi-
dents should install at least one smoke alarm on 
every level of your home. Test those smoke alarms 
monthly and replace batteries when necessary.

Develop an emergency escape plan for your resi-
dence and discuss what to do with all family mem-
bers. Practice the plan at least twice each year.

If a fire should occur in your home … GET OUT, 
STAY OUT and CALL FOR HELP. Never go back inside 
for anything or anyone.

Coal ash collection only
Minersville Borough collects ashes curbside dur-

ing the year for both the convenience of the prop-
erty owner and as a benefit to the Borough. During 
January and February, collection is two times per 
week on Tuesdays and Fridays. All other months, col-
lection will be once per week on Tuesdays only.

These ashes are recycled as anti-skid material that 
is put on streets during ice and snow events each 
winter. ONLY COAL ASH is to be contained within ash 
bins placed curbside for collection.

For the safety of motorists, street crew members 
and their equipment, rocks, dirt, or other debris 
should not be placed in your bins. Any such foreign 
material may damage the spreaders.

Borough Office holidays
The Minersville Borough offices and employee 

operations will be closed in observance of the follow-
ing upcoming holidays: Monday, Feb. 20 (Presidents 
Day); closing at 11 a.m. on Friday, April 7 (Good 
Friday); and Monday, May 29 (Memorial Day).

Emergency contact info needed
The United States Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) mandates that all municipal authorities 
maintain an emergency contact list. Customers of the 
Minersville Municipal Water Authority must provide 
a preferred notification means when the authority is 
experiencing a “Tier 1” emergency, typically a pres-
sure loss in the system, a boil advisory, chemical acci-
dent or similar event that necessitates quick notifica-
tion to the public. This contact information will only 
be used in the event of such an emergency.

Customers must choose their preferred method of 
contact from the following:

•	 Phone Method – Complete the form, shown on the 
next page, and mail it to the Borough Office, 2 E. 
Sunbury Street, Minersville PA 17954; or,

•	 E-mail Method – Send an e-mail with your name 
and address to minerswateremergency@comcast.
net. Also, add this address to your contact list so 
you are sure to receive the notifications.
Contact the Minersville Municipal Water Authority 

office at 570-544-2200 during office hours Monday 

– Continued from Page 9

570-366-1275
17 Municipal Road • Orwigsburg, PA 17961

www.hbsteele.com

Providing Year Round Comfort

Order
Oil

Online
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!

through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Friday, 8 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Repairs and improvements
When planning your spring and summer projects, 

remember to contact the Borough Office regarding 
Building Permits. Permits are required for all new con-
struction and all replacements or alterations to roofs, 
windows, doors, garage doors, electrical, plumbing, 
heating systems (including supplemental heating 
units), sidewalks, curbing, fencing (six feet maximum 
height), chimney replacement, or installation of liners, 

foundations, swimming pool and hot tub installation, 
oil storage tanks, sub-flooring, and interior renova-
tions.

Adding to your existing structure (i.e. new decks 
or enclosing decks) requires a building permit and a 
zoning permit. Zoning permits are administered by 
the Schuylkill County Zoning Office; call 570-628-
1415.

If you are replacing windows, all windows installed 
in this area must have a U-factor of .32 or lower. This 
number has been established under the 
2018 Uniform Construction Code, adopted 
by the State of Pennsylvania and 
enforced throughout the state. If 
your replacement windows don’t 
have the proper U-factor, they 
will not pass code inspection.

Also, be aware a permit ($25 
fee) is required before placing 
a dumpster on the street for 
demolition/construction debris 
disposal.

If you plan to install a new 
driveway, there is a preliminary driveway application 
that must be approved by the Borough Council before 
committing to the driveway.

Contact the Borough Office at 570-544-2149 for 
info regarding making repairs and improvements.

– Continued on Page 13

Minersville Municipal Water Authority 
Emergency Notification By Phone

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Clip and Mail to:
Minersville Municipal Water Authority,

2 E. Sunbury Street, Minersville, PA 17954

Michael R. Kudryk, DMD
42 E. Sunbury Street
Minersville PA 17954

From New York City to Minersville, PA

Schuylkill Dental Medicine
Michael R. Kudryk

             Schuylkill Dental Medicine

Ph: 570.544.4785  •  www.schuylkilldental.com

Advanced Dental Care for Adults & Children

Dr. Kudryk brings 26 years 
of experience to the area. His 
care, skill, judgement and trust 
are reasons to come see him.

Call to schedule an
appointment!

Accepting most
insurances

Always

Accepting

New
Patients!

960 E. Main Street  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  Fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

www.SouthSchuylkill.com

South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY
Household and Business!
You choose the area. No addresses or labels.
needed. Pay only 18.9 cents each in postage.

E.D.D.M.
Every Door Direct Mail

Get Your Business
Name Out There!
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Minersville Area High School Basketball

On the night of November 28, 1972, the Battlin’ 
Miners boy’s basketball team played Schuylkill Haven 
in the first game held in the “New” High School gym-

nasium. Before the game, 
the gymnasium was dedi-
cated and named in honor 
of former coach, Thomas 
Fitzpatrick.

The Miners defeated 
Schuylkill Haven by a score 
of 57-49 to record the first 
victory in the new gym.

How quickly time flies! 
This year’s 2022-23 Battlin’ 
Miners girl and boys’ teams 
will mark the 51st year of 
play in the Fitzpatrick gym-
nasium. Since the 1972-73 
season, the boys have won 

four District Championships, the last being in 2016. 
The 1979-80 squad won the program’s first ever 

District game. The 1980-81 team was the first to win 

a District Championship. The boys have competed in 
the playoffs almost every year and have more than 
500 victories played since the gym’s inaugural season.

The girls’ first season in League competition was 
the 1972-73 season. A total of 24 girls were on the JV 
and Varsity squads. The following year, a total of 32 
girls turned out for the team, rivaling boys’ basketball 
and wrestling for the winter sports spotlight. The 
enthusiasm of the girls would help make this sport 
an integral part of the MAHS winter scene for many 
years to come.

After the first few initial seasons, the girls 
improved enough to consistently make the playoffs. 
In 1988, the team won their first ever Division Title in 
Schuylkill League play. The girls have three Schuylkill 
League Championships; seven District Titles, the lat-
est coming in 2022; and the program’s first ever State 
Championship in 2017, finishing undefeated with a 
record of 31-0. The team is approaching 600 program 
wins.

Individual standouts aplenty
The Battlin’ Miners have had many excellent ball 

players since that 1972-73 season, featuring 19 girls 
and 13 boys individually scoring more than 1000 
career points. The first player to accomplish this 
milestone was John Sborz in 1975; the first girl was 
Colleen Houston in 1976. Kim Homa has the most 
points scored in a career with 3,151, which is also the 
most in Schuylkill County All-Time. Kim’s brother, 
Jared, heads the boys’ list with 1,979 points. Reighly 
Melochick also ranks high on the career scoring list 
with 2,003 career points.

This season, both teams are playing well and should 
compete for a League or District Championship. With 
a bevy of good young talent and a knowledgeable and 
experienced coaching staff, the Battlin’ Miners should 
have a future filled with success, keeping that torch of 
honor bright defending its glorious name. Hopefully 
the next 50 years will be as successful as the past 50!  

So please come on out and watch these fine ath-
letes compete on the court. You will not be disap-
pointed.

NBA star played on Miners’ court
As a highlight sidenote, future professional bas-

ketball star, Sam Bowie, played here in the Thomas 
Fitzpatrick Gymnasium on November 28, 1975. At 
that time, he was a freshman at Lebanon High School. 
His team beat the Miners, 53-47, but Bowie did not 
score in the game.

Bowie later played for the University of Kentucky 

      DAY TOURS
Mar. 30 – “My Mother’s Italian” @ Tropicana; $25 FSP �������������$95
April 1 – “Sister Act” @ Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre ������**$99
April 5 – “Murder at Mount Hope Mansion” ��������������������������$89
April 11 – “Four by Four” @ Wind Creek Casino; $30 FSP �$81
April 15 – Washington DC Free Day �����������������������������������������$62
April 22 – NYC Free Day................................................................ $59
April 27 – Kenny Rogers Band @ Tropicana; $25 FSP �������$95
May 6 – National Zoo.................................................................... $62
May 6 – Phillies vs. Boston Red Sox.......................................... $92
May 7 – Peddlers Village Strawberry....................................... $39
May 7 – Phillies vs. Boston Red Sox.......................................... $87
May 13 – “Grace for President” @ DADT.................................. $58

      OVERNIGHT TRIPS (Prices Based on Double Occupancy)
April 16-18 – Tropicana Casino................................................$258
May 21-23 – Senaca Casino Trifecta.......................................$389
May 30-31–Frankie Valli Trib@Resorts World Cataskills..$197
June 4-6 – Resorts Casino..........................................................$316
June 4-8 – Virginia Beach...........................................................$612
June 18-23 – Mackinac Island.............................................. $1,998

** – Child Price Available

R&J Tours – 2023

Check Our Website for Tour Info & Details

TOURS
P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734

www.rjtours.com

Gymnasium Named in Honor of Coach Thomas Fitzpatrick

51 Years of History Played Out on Minersville Court
Compiled and Written by Jerry Sitkus
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Borough Services

and was chosen for the 1980 Olympic team. That year 
the United States boycotted the Moscow Olympics. 
He was drafted second overall out of college in 1984 
(ahead of Michael Jordan who was chosen third by the 
Chicago Bulls) playing professionally for the Portland 
Trailblazers, New Jersey Nets, and Los Angeles Lakers.

Riffey 
Farm & Market

92 S. Delaware Ave., Minersville
(Beside Fuel Up Gas Station)

Phone:  272-208-0652
               Open: Fridays – 9 to 4 p.m.
                              Saturdays – 9 to 3

Fresh Produce & Baked Goods

Opening Friday, June 2
With Produce Available!
No Vegetable Plants or Bedding 

Plants Available This Year
                Sorry for 
     Any Inconvenience

From Our Farm to Your Home!

We AcceptFMNPVouchers

Landlords must register
The Residential Rental Ordinance requires land-

lords to register their properties with the Borough 
yearly, providing insurance information, and desig-
nating a property management agent if the landlord 
lives outside a 10 mile air radius of the Borough.

The ordinance also calls for the inspection of each 
unit every two years and re-inspection prior to any 
change of occupancy. A one-time fee is required for 
each occupant of a rental property for the length of 
tenancy.

Failure for either the landlord or occupants to 
abide by this new ordinance will result in citations 
being issued by the Borough. Rental inspection costs 
$50 for the first unit plus $20 for each additional unit 
in the building. Reinspection costs $30. Rental regis-
tration costs $10 per year.

The occupancy permit costs $10 per person with 
the fee waived for persons age 65 and older.

– Continued from Page 11

Check us out
on the WEB…

www.MinersvillePa.gov
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Winter Tips from the Minersville Water Authority
cold air in these areas. Look in the basement, crawl 
space, attic, garage, and under kitchen and bathroom 
cabinets for these supply lines

•Consider wrap-
ping or insulating 
your water lines, espe-
cially those lines near 
outside walls, under 
the house, or in the 
attic. Insulation sup-
plies are available 
at your local home 
improvement or hard-
ware store. Be sure to 
insulate hot and cold 
lines in these areas, 
as either line could 
freeze in cold weather.

•If you plan to be 
away from your home, 

keep the thermostat at a reasonable temperature to 
ensure all areas with water lines stay above freezing.

•Winterize your sprinkler system. Contact your 
irrigation system installer or a certified plumber for 
detailed instructions.

If you are planning to interrupt or permanently 
stop the heat source in your home:

•Contact the Water Authority to locate and turn 
off the main water service valve. After the valve is 
turned off, open a faucet on each level of your home 
to allow for expansion should the water that has not 
yet drained freeze. Remember to close all opened fau-
cets before your main water service is turned back on.

•If you are staying in your home, or will be 
monitoring your home frequently, allow a faucet to 
drip cold water slowly. At a minimum, the faucet you 
select should be the greatest distance from your main 
water service valve. Also, consider allowing a slow 
drip in areas that are least protected from the cold, 
such as basements, crawl spaces, attics, and garage.

*     *     *If you think you have frozen water lines:
•Identify whether the problem exists throughout 

the whole house or in one area.
•Open the cabinets beneath any place with a 

water supply, such as the kitchen and bathroom 
sinks. This will allow warm air to circulate. Remove 
any toxic substances first if there are small children 
in the home.

•Open the cold water faucet nearest the frozen 
pipe to relieve the pressure of expanding ice, which 
may lead to a burst pipe.

•If your water lines do freeze, never try to thaw 
a line with an open flame or torch. You can use a hair 
dryer or portable heater, but always be careful of the 
potential for electric shock in and around standing 
water.

If you think you may have a frozen water meter, 
contact the Minersville Water Authority at 570-544-
2200. For after-hours emergencies, contact the water 
department at 570-527-6165. Please be advised, after-
hours charges will apply.

When there are extreme frost conditions, the risk 
of frozen water lines may occur. If your home has had 
issues in the past or when your water temperature 
falls below 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit, you should 
IMMEDIATELY start 
running a continuous 
pencil-size stream of 
cold water from one 
faucet. Monitoring 
temperature is your 
first line of defense. 

When starting to 
run your water or if 
you see or hear water 
running from any 
neighboring proper-
ties (especially vacant 
properties), notify 
the Water Authority 
IMMEDIATELY at 570-544-2200 during office hours 
or 570-527-6165 after hours.

There are several measures that can be taken to 
prevent winter water disasters:

•Make sure all water lines to outside faucets are 
turned off and drained.

•Eliminate drafts. Check around the home for 
areas where water supply lines are located in unheat-
ed areas and take measures to prevent the flow of 

With our dedicated team
 of financial professionals

 
Learn More At

advisemint.co 570.622.0602

Lori Smith, CFP®, Tyler Smith, CFP® 
Francesco Mercuri, CFP®, Allen Fidler

Plan Your
Retirement
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Minersville Compost Drop-Offs – Do’s & Don’ts

960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: (570) 385-3120  •  printing@southschuylkill.net

2023 Business Plan 2023 Home Plan

www.SouthSchuylkill.com

FREE EDDM
20% OFFBusiness Cards

(One Design / Full Color / Qty. 500)
(Every Door Direct Mail)

18.9¢ Postage
With Order of Full Color

Envelopes or
Letterheads or
EDDM Postcard

Limit one coupon per order. Expires 5/1/23

postCards

We Design It
Print It

& Mail It
Mon. thru Thurs.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Friday

Office Hours:

South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing

• BIG 14” x 22”
• Bright Red & Yellow

Yard or Garage
Sale Signs!

Yard Stakes Available
Take 20% OFF
Expires 5/1/23

With This Coupon

Compost Site	
ACCEPTABLE	ITEMS	 UNACCEPTABLE	ITEMS	

•  Tree Stumps 
•  Construction Materials of any nature 

including by not limited to: 
•  Lumber 
•  Drywall 
•  Concrete 
•  Bricks 
•  Asphalt 

•  Scrap Metal 
•  Pallets 
•  Rocks 
•  Ashes 
•  Glass 
•  Food Waste 
•  Animal Feces 
•  Styrofoam 
•  Hazardous waste (paint, pesticides, cleaners) 
•  Any oil (including used motor oil bottles) 
•  Medical Waste 
•  Furniture 
•  Trash 
•  Mattresses 
•  Tires 
•  Any item not listed as acceptable 

All	items	must	be	free	of	plastic	bags	or	
unacceptable	debris	

Leaves Grass Clippings 

Garden 
Vegetation 

Tree Branches  
(no longer that 5 ft in 

length and no larger than 
6 inches in diameter) 

Contractors	are	not	permitted	to	dump	at	this	facility.		The	compost	is	for	residents	only!	
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